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Fulgentius Pastorelli of Jesus (52)

Rome

May 3, 1749

Leaving tomorrow.

J.C.P.

My Dearly Beloved Father Rector,
The special commission, at the request of the opposition, has decided on a delay for the issuance of the brief 
for generally allowing foundations with the simple consent of the Ordinaries. With regard to the Retreats 
at Ceccano and Terracina, where the construction of twelve cells with a church with three beautiful chapels 
has been completed, as well as for the Retreat at Paliano, they decreed to put it on the agenda. That means 
with the consent and reports of the three bishops, we will have peaceful possession, etc.
Great things were happening at these meetings. The one who was believed to be most in our favor turns out 
to be most contrary. Otherwise, the brief would have been issued. There are great persecutions; the secret 
ones are the most bitter. But I believe all is done with good intent. I have had occasion to swallow some 
drops from the chalice of my Savior, and, if I did not see everything in the Divine Good Pleasure, my fragile 
nature would shatter like glass, for I have the same fragility and weakness.
Tomorrow, I am leaving Rome as happy as if I were taking with me a bull of privileges for all the foun-
dations in the world. For I have a strong belief that “he who has begun this work will complete it.” Even 
our opposition admits that the Congregation will soon be a genuine religious order,200 and only a little is 
needed for that. They are right, I hope so, and this scorches the devil.
I have replied to Signore Petri with regard to the young man from Ischia, who cannot be received just now, 
nor can he make his novitiate at San Angelo, etc. When the weather cools, I hope to assist him. Around 
May 10, I hope to be at San Angelo. It is needful that you let me know what cloth you need for the coming 
winter so as to buy it in time.
I think you will have received the ten canes for mantles. The crucifixes and rosaries were sent to Signore 
Lombardozzi. I am in a hurry and embrace you all in the Lord. I have need of prayers as I am in fierce 
storms. God will help me. I greet everyone and am from the heart,
Your affectionate servant,
Paul of the Cross

___________________________________________________________________
200. “A genuine religious order” is one with solemn vows. In the legal practice of that time only solemn vows gave an institute 
a moral personality and legal stability. The Passionists were not as yet considered to be true religious in the canonical sense.


