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Bishop Fabrizio Borgia (25)

Rome

April 30, 1749

J.M.J.

Your Excellency,
On Monday the delegates met and decided on a postponement and to take up the question of the foundations 
at that time, that is, the discussion of the Retreats of Ceccano, Terracina, and Paliano. In connection with 
this, Monsignor Ferroni will write you on behalf of the commission for information and your vote. With 
this he is asking for an authentic petition from the Ceccano Commune to the special commission about the 
necessity it has for workers, the great fruit it has received from them, the ability of the region to support us, 
etc., so that the commission will resolve in favor of the establishment of these Retreats, the continuation of 
the construction, and total peaceful possession, as you will hear better from Signore Palleschi. The same 
process will take place for Terracina and Pagliano.
I confess to you that I have had the most blessed occasions to embrace the cross of Jesus Christ very tightly 
— would that I had done so to perfection. The persecutions are secret, but bitter. I believe they come from 
good intentions. Calumnies and other hardships are not wanting. Blessed be God.
Cardinal Gentili has shown himself a true father, but he is alone, as he assured me this morning. The others 
are contrary, especially one whom I believed was the most favorable. Cardinal Gentili wanted to issue a brief 
to end all the litigation that could ever arise in the future. God is omnipotent and now, when human supports 
are entirely gone, my most lively hope grows in the great Father of Mercies and has the liveliest confidence 
that “he who has begun the work will bring it to perfection.” Meanwhile, I rejoice in the Lord that soon your 
pious intentions for the establishment of the Retreat at Ceccano will be fulfilled. The Most High will be 
greatly glorified there and your loving sheep helped in accord with your incomparable pastoral zeal.
I acknowledge the receipt of the bill of exchange for ten scudi. I have given it to Signore Palleschi with my 
receipt. Since I find myself not a little exhausted and loaded with tasks, I could not go to cash it myself. This 
support came at the time it was most needed, for our expenses have not been few. So this donation, given 
from the always great charity of Your Excellency, will ascend to the Divine Presence as a perfumed incense. 
May the Lord reward you, as I will always pray His Divine Majesty.
When the weather cools, if I am living and well, I will be in Ferentino to serve you with holy missions. I 
need to withdraw now and take care of my sickness a bit, which has increased here because of the work and 
other reasons. Whence, I stand in need of purging and blood-letting. For that reason I hope to leave here 
next Sunday, or maybe on Saturday, May 3. I end at your feet and ask as ever for your holy prayers and 
strong protection, and with profound reverence I implore your pastoral blessing, and I am,
Your humble, devoted, unworthy servant,
Paul of the Cross


