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The Representatives of the Castellazzo Commune

Rome

April 19, 1749

May the Passion of our Lord Jesus Christ
be always in our hearts.

Illustrious Gentlemen,
With all submission of spirit and gratitude of heart I read your precious letter, dated March 20 and forward-
ed to me from the holy Retreat of the Presentation to this city where I am with serious business for the ser-
vice of God and for our poor Congregation. Along with your letter, I found that of your council. I am truly 
edified by your pious zeal, and I am most grateful for the charitable memory you entertain of this miserable 
sinner and unworthy servant.
God knows how willingly I would cooperate with your good intentions by coming there on missions in 
person, or by sending my zealous religious workers into the vineyard of Jesus Christ. But, in addition to the 
fact that all are engaged for the good of their neighbor in projects previously accepted, our Congregation 
is now in narrow straits because of opposition aroused against our foundations. I find myself working in-
cessantly here against this opposition with a lively trust in God to come forth with a victory to the greater 
glory of God. From all that I have referred to here briefly, you can see the moral impossibility of being of 
service to you not only in this present year, but even less in the Jubilee Year, in which all indulgences cease, 
even for missionaries. Beyond that I am engaged in serving the Congregation in the founding of some 
Retreats, which are already in process. So, I reverently beg you to pardon this moral impossibility to serve 
you, brought about by such important affairs as mentioned. At the same time I beg you to have recourse to 
your bishop and zealous pastor, pointing out your spiritual needs, for it will be his duty to provide zealous 
apostolic workers to assist you.
I then assure you that, if God gives me life and opens the way for me to come to that region for some 
foundations, which could happen in time, I will not fail to use my weak efforts for your spiritual good. 
Meanwhile, do not put off having those missions by other means. I am writing in haste, for I am burdened 
with occupations. I assure you I will not fail to give you a share in my poor prayers, and in testimony of the 
gratitude and servitude I profess, I leave you in the loving Side of Jesus with fullest esteem and respect, and 
from my heart declare that I am,
Your humble, unworthy servant in the Lord,
Paul of the Cross


