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Bishop Joachim M. Oldo (20)

Soriano

April 11, 1749

J.C.P.

Your Excellency,
With the greatest edification and consolation of my poor spirit, I have just read your respected letter, for-
warded from the holy Retreat of San Angelo. In your letter I discover ever more the admirable dispositions 
of the always adorable Divine Providence in the erection of this new Retreat. For that His Divine Majesty 
chose you as his noble instrument of his glory for this great work, so blessed by our God with cistern, gar-
den, water and more. But I thank God principally for the great spiritual gain that will result for your loving 
lambs and even for people at a distance. Blessed be God.
I am much disturbed that your Father Vicar General was kept by his duties, I am sure, from the possibility 
of making a serious study while reading our holy Rules. If he had been able to do so, he would have come 
to a different conclusion. He would have found that our Retreats are completely destined for the spiritual 
assistance of the dioceses in which they are established and able to furnish the bishops with men to be em-
ployed at their pleasure for missions and spiritual exercises for clergy, seculars, nuns, and others — as can 
be seen in Chapter II of the Rules and in Chapter XIV “On Obedience,” in which a vow is taken even to the 
reverend bishops in regard to the spiritual welfare of the dioceses regarding missions, spiritual exercises, 
and so on, as above, in which the Retreats are established.
But the internal government of the Congregation is to be taken care of by the local rectors and the General 
Superior. This presumes that these rectors have the spirit to maintain the Rules and the regular observance. 
Without that, little or nothing will be accomplished for the profit of our neighbor, for reasons better known 
to you than to me. I rejoice in the Lord over the ordination of the canon, for I have hopes he will turn out to 
be a holy ecclesiastic. The Sunday after White Sunday, I will be leaving for Rome, unless the arrival of the 
cardinal of San Clemente delays me. He is expected in Soriano today.
While he is the chairman of the new special committee appointed by His Holiness for the resolution of our 
case, that should not hold it back. I hope that will not happen because the cardinal is very sickly, especially 
in his head, as a result of the nervous tension he endures. Whatever happens, I will adore the Holy Will of 
God. I celebrated Easter with you in spirit and offered Mass for you during these days. Our entire poor Con-
gregation professes it is completely obligated to you, and, believe me, day and night makes you a sharer in 
its prayer and more. So I request always more of your great care which you continue for us by your fervent 
prayers, your fatherly protection, and cordial affection, as I confidently expect.
I will remain in Rome for nearly the whole month of May, and, if I have the good fortune and the time to 
kiss your pastoral robe, oh, how I would thank God for that. I end by asking your blessing and with pro-
found reverence, I am,
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Your most humble, unworthy and devoted servant,
Paul of the Cross
Father Thomas M. comes to your feet. He is in the Retreat somewhat ill because of the hard work under-
gone. Around April 22 he will undertake a mission in Soriano and Orte and then return to his Retreat. At this 
hour I believe he will have joined there with Father Stephen, to whom I have written.


