
WWW.PASSIOCHRISTI.ORG

619

Thomas Mary Struzzieri of the Side of Jesus (2)

San Angelo

March 25, 1749

J.C.P.

My Dearest Father Thomas,
I cannot express with a pen the consolation your dear letter gave me, since I was missing your letters for two 
posts. First point: “By the heart of the mercy of our God,” do not impose on me missions in Rome,185 for 
I cannot, and ought not, accept them, primarily because I am a donkey, and the little I have written I have 
drawn from books here and there, especially from The Awakening, etc. But that is of little importance. The 
chief reason is that I do not have the health; I do not have the strength of chest. If I force myself when there 
is a great crowd, as there would be there, besides a very dangerous palpitation, a burning fever assaults me 
with very dangerous and deadly symptoms beyond the other circumstances. So, for the love of Jesus, do not 
accept anything for me, but accept only for yourself, as it is the Will of God that you give them. Oh, see how 
openly I am talking to you. Since I do not know now whom I could send you for the catechism, it would be 
best to follow the example of Father Leonard,186 who gave the catechism in the morning and preached in the 
evening. That is very fatiguing, but the omnipotent God will help you. What I might be able to do would be 
to relieve you of the meditation and get upon the platform after the sermon. I would trust in God to be effec-
tive, while my voice would still be fresh, less strained, better heard, etc. I leave everything I have said here 
to your judgment so that, if God inspires you to do this, I wish to be completely obedient to him, despoiled 
of everything, at least in the giving of holy missions. So you are the one who has first place, and God wills 
that. You must bow your head and mortify yourself, and you must designate me as your companion. That is 
what I must do, and I trust in God I will do so to the letter.
It may be suggested that Father Mark Aurelius,187 who conducts catechisms superbly and with profound 
doctrine, be used. But how can he do that when at the same time he has begun to teach theology with great 
profit for the students?
The point that presses most on me is the mission at Soriano, which has been so much desired, and God 
knows how many needs will be remedied, including those for the Retreat. That mission ought to open after 
the Second Sunday of Easter, that is, after an eight-day retreat for the clergy. I bring this point up for your 
consideration so that you may resolve it for the greater glory of God and to resolve my thoughts on this 
question. If the missions in Rome were to begin in May, as I am supposing, and if you could leave there 
the business under way, as I think will be the case if the documents have been produced and the rest, and 
everything is done with the advice of our noted cardinal, and that cannot change, at least from what appears 
to me, in that case you could go to Soriano. When you will have finished that mission, return to Rome where 
I will await you and assist the cause until the end. With regard to the brief, I would like to conduct myself 
in accord with your instructions, which I would receive at Soriano where I will be on the second day after 
Easter in order to leave around the Second Sunday of Easter for Rome.
If then you think it expedient to remain in Rome for the great service of God and the greater good of the 
Congregation, in such a case it would not be good to leave and cause yourself too much work, but to stay 
put, while I would be there a little after the Second Sunday of Easter. I would try, meanwhile, to persuade 
Soriano to be patient until the beginning of June or September, while you could spend the summer at Sori-
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ano, or here in San Angelo, to enjoy a bit of holy solitude, as well as for your health. Give thought to all of 
this and then write me with holy liberty. All the more so since I think it is necessary for you to be in Rome 
for the important business. As I reflect upon this, the mission could be done one way or the other, that is, if 
our case is ended, it could be done at the beginning of June or at the time of cooler weather.
I do not know how to better put what I have said, and God knows how much I have recommended myself 
to God and to Mary Most Holy. I have written in this conditional way so that you, who are on the spot and 
see things, can see and reflect on what would be most useful and then decide in the name of the Lord, while 
I will embrace your decision and work as though it came from heaven. With regard to Saint Bibiana, let us 
put it in the hands of God and let him act, for all will come out well.
I am writing with the first post to Father Egidio, the archpriest at Muscella on the island, that he send the 
young Father Pasquale, along with his documentation, vestition offering, and breviary, and have him be at 
Mount Argentario by April 15, or a little later, so there may be time to vest him with the others, who will be 
at least ten, some clerics and some priests. Oh, what good candidates are being vested now! Thanks be to 
God. Signore Viti is already in the novitiate. Oh, what a triumph! He finds everything easy.
I do not know how Father John is getting along in Ceccano. Right now I’m not able, but it will be necessary 
to take him from that climate; let us not be pained at this.
The priest from Sora has not spoken to me of the Retreat for the island at this time. We will do that together 
if God so wishes, but we must pray over that.
If you stay in Rome, I will come with Father Eustace and others, also accompanied with Confrater John, to 
Soriano, so as not to give too much inconvenience, etc. We will stay only two days.
Yesterday, along with your letter, I received one from the bishop of Terracina, in which he tells me that he 
has written to the rector of Santa TrinitB de’ Pellegrini to give you the ten scudi in Roman coin to take care 
of your needs; keep them with you. So take care to pick up that letter. He also says that while excavating in 
the garden they discovered a large cistern! Thanks be to God. I do not remember anything else. I rejoice in 
the Lord that you went to preach the word of God in the house of Father Sebono. You did very well.
The Frati at Soriano have sent another petition to the Congregation against us by saying they cannot contin-
ue in existence because we go questing and take donations from them. That petition was given to the bishop 
for information. All the curates and the vicar forane all attested in our favor, so it will end there.
Soriano is already organizing itself; the priests and others are manifesting great affection, and all await you 
for the business mentioned above. Oh, how necessary it is to satisfy them, and what a service to God that 
will be!
Let us do it, dear Father Thomas. So, make your decisions on the above and advise me as to how I can help 
you. On this point send an open letter, or write to the vicar forane … assure them for June, if you can, that 
is, at the beginning, or at least with the coming of cooler weather.
Your servant in Christ,
P. of the †

___________________________________________________________________
185. Benedict XIV, in preparation for the Jubilee of 1750, wanted various missions in Rome. One was confided to the Passionists. 
Paul was to preach at San Carlo dei Fiorentini (Cioni, Annali, n. 335).

186. This is Saint Leonard of Port Maurice, a contemporary of Paul.

187. Father Mark Aurelius Pastorelli is at this time director and professor of the students at San Angelo near Vetralla.


