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Bishop Joachim M. Oldo (19)

San Angelo

March 25, 1749

J.C.P.

Your Excellency,
May Jesus, who is the Highest Giver of every good, reward you, as I confidently expect, for the charity 
done us with the ten scudi given for our present needs. This charity, united with others, ascends to the Di-
vine Presence as a fragrant incense. Oh, how much I live in gratitude, along with all this Congregation! I 
pray our gentle Savior to inflame you entirely with holy love. Amen. I rejoice in the Lord over the cistern 
that has been discovered in the garden. Oh, what a great Providence! Blessed be God. All this makes me 
know how great and satisfying this work is to the All-High, since His Divine Majesty blesses it so richly. 
The question of that priest from Sardinia, chief curate at Porto, who wishes to be the canon penitentiary of 
Piperno, merits serious consideration.
I have never been to Porto to give a mission. Therefore, I do not have any information. The experience I 
have had in so many years of missions in the marshes of Tuscany, and some few in the Papal States, has 
allowed me to know first hand that the extreme needs of the poor ecclesiastics not rarely exceed those of 
the laity when everything is weighed. O God, how often I wanted to cry!
So, Your Excellency, go slow with your consent. I would want to think that this man is a good ecclesiastic. 
But to proceed with caution in an affair of such great importance is the best plan. After a rigorous exam-
ination for the penitentiary of the cathedral, he should provide authentic testimonials of an upright life and 
good morals. Since the cardinal of San Clemente is doing nothing because of his sickness, you could write 
to the vicar general of Porto, who stays around Santa Maria in Via Lata, and obtain good information. I do 
not recall his name, but he is a worthy ecclesiastic.
Our case will not be over until the end of April. So, instead of going to the mission in Camerino where I 
was destined to be, I must now be in Rome after the Second Sunday of Easter to be of assistance, etc. Father 
Thomas is destined for the missions in Rome where there will be eight or ten days of teams helping one 
another. It may happen that I will help out if I am well.
The Frati are arming themselves, but things have begun well for us. May Jesus reward you for the charity 
of the salt pork given to our religious at Ceccano. I end at your feet and ask ever more for your prayers, as 
my needs are extreme. I implore your holy pastoral blessing, and with profound reverence affirm that I am 
always more,
Your humble, devoted, unworthy servant,
Paul of the Cross


