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Thomas Fossi (27)

San Angelo

March 20, 1749

May the Passion of our Lord Jesus Christ
be always in our hearts.

Dear Thomas, My Beloved Son in Jesus Christ,
Last night I received your welcome letter, dated March 1. I rejoice to learn that your sons and daughters 
are walking so well, and I hope in God for always more. Jesus bless your holy intentions in everything, as 
I hope.
With regard to the house, if the good God will provide, what a great service you would do to God if you 
could find a buyer. God will give you light and strength. With regard to going to Loreto, it is not possible 
for me to approve that for you. From what I know that is not the Will of God for you to make that kind of 
a decision.
God has given you the sweet yoke of marriage and, as a consequence, has given you children, for that is his 
mercy. You must take care of, assist, and watch over these children. That is your pilgrimage, your mission, 
your apostolate — oh, what great merit!
Neither can I approve the vow of continence that you mention again. No, God has not given me that light up 
until now. You should make use of the counsel I gave you at other times; otherwise, you are going to make 
a mistake. Encourage your good wife so that she remains with a peaceful spirit on her cross that God has 
sent for her great good. You stay happy, recollected, a lover of the Cross of Christ, blind, and deaf and dumb 
to all that is being said. Continue your exercises of piety in conformity with your state in life and without 
losing sight of your business for the greater glory of God and the good of your family.
I am not going on missions at this time. I am going to Rome to bring myself to embrace the cross more tight-
ly in the present difficulties of the Congregation, which is under no small attacks. I will leave after Easter, 
and who knows when I shall return.
Meanwhile, do not fail to make an effort to find a buyer for the house in Rio, etc., for that will do a lot of 
good. You may visit the House of Loreto in spirit, but for now it is not right for you to leave your family 
for that pilgrimage. I am writing in haste, for I am loaded down with letters and business. I embrace you in 
the sacred Side of Jesus, from whom I ask every copious blessing on you and all your house. Do not cease 
praying for me and the Congregation, and flee occasions … in order to avoid the temptation mentioned. 
May Jesus make you holy. Amen. I am from the heart,
Your true, unworthy servant,
Paul of the Cross


