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Girolama Ercolani (8)

San Angelo

March 15, 1749

May the Passion of Jesus Christ
be in our hearts.

My Dear Girolama,
Last night I received your cordial letter, and God knows how dear it was to me, for I see that you are obey-
ing and doing the Will of God. Continue that, Girolama, and persevere in that, and I assert in Jesus Christ 
that you will be happy in time and in a blessed eternity. Make nothing out of these sufferings or fantasies. 
Do not confess them. Obey. If not, I will be very angry because you would not be obedient and would not 
be doing the Will of God.
With regard to your sick relative, I say frankly that you have reason, and a thousand reasons, to not approve 
that her director comes twice a day to hear her confession and spends so much time with her. I sympathize 
with his simplicity and good faith, but you are the Mother Abbess in your own home. Act as I would. When 
this confessor comes, with wise prudence see to it that either the old, lame servant or my little nun, that is, 
your youngest daughter, be in a room nearby working and that the door to the sick woman’s room be well 
open. Stick to this rule always, even in the event of sickness to your daughters.
Signora Girolama, God wants to make you holy. Do you believe me or not? Obey me. Stay in the Presence 
of God, help yourself with ejaculatory prayers, keep your heart at peace, maintain purity of intention, and 
act kindly with everyone. Be quiet, without scruples, and act in the way I have prescribed at all times, for 
then you will do the Will of God. Greet the doctor warmly for me.
I hope to pay you a visit after Easter. But when I come, do not make me angry because you have not obeyed. 
I leave you in the holy Side of Jesus. I am from a true heart asking for your ever copious blessing from our 
sweet Jesus, and in haste I sign myself,
Your unworthy, obligated servant,
Paul of the Cross


