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Stephen Barberi of Saint Joachim175

San Angelo

March 8, 1749

J.M.J.

My Dearly Beloved Father Stephen,
I hope you will have received my letter included with that to Father Thomas.176 You are afflicting yourself 
mistakenly when you ought to be magnifying the divine mercies for the treasures with which the divine 
care is enriching your spirit in giving you so many opportunities to take care of souls for the Lord. You 
are aware how much interior recollection, in which the soul unites action for our neighbor with a loving 
exchange with God, is recommended to all. Obedience has made your soul fly with the chorus of the most 
sublime spirits of heaven, and with obedience you will never go to hell, as you are saying, but to the blessed 
kingdom of glory.
I have absolutely good reports of your work on the missions, and I bless God for that, since we have only 
our horrible nothing, into which we have fallen deeper by sin. I am writing with great haste and am loaded 
down with letters. I returned here only on Tuesday from the Retreat of the Presentation much worn out in 
strength.
Things are going well in Rome, and you are helping with all your spirit in that holy Retreat so that the reli-
gious are always in more fervent observance, being very happy in God with all their being. Take care that 
they keep peace of heart, without scruples, in true modesty, holy joy, peace, and genuine fraternal charity 
with all being of one heart. If we will act in this way, we will sing of victory, we will be holy, and God will 
open great avenues for the spread of the Congregation, as it seems he is doing out of his mercy.
In order not to forget, I am asking you to tell our dear lay brothers not to get their feet and legs wet in that 
cold water when they irrigate the orchard. Otherwise, they will always be sick. I urge this on you strongly. 
They can irrigate the garden with its furrows without getting their feet in the water, just as others do. See to 
it that they obey not only the Rules, but also orders that are given concerning such practices. “Let the rector 
see to everything, etc.” But be gentle and prudent in correcting and giving penances with much charity and 
prudence. I know you have all this at heart.
I am hoping that Father Thomas Mary will return at the end of May. You will not need to go to Terracina, 
for that excellent bishop informs me that there is no further need of construction and that all goes well in 
accord with our Rules.
I have much to do. I am enclosing these notes to be given to whom they are addressed. They are busy study-
ing for ordination; let them study with diligence, for I hope to have that favor soon.177 I embrace all in 
Christ Jesus. Let them pray much so that all goes well, and to that end let them have a seven-day preparation 
for the Feast of Saint Joseph. Jesus bless you and may you be content because God loves you so much. In 
haste,
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Your unworthy, affectionate servant,
Paul of the Cross
I hear that Father John178 is sick. Let him have all the care he needs; he is not to be at work until he recov-
ers. Greet him for me.

___________________________________________________________________
175. Born in 1711 and ordained in Turin in 1737, Stephen Barberi joined the Passionists and took vows in 1747 (see letter of 
March 16, 1747, to Father John Randone). He spent most of his life in Lazio, south of Rome. When he received this letter, he was 
the rector of the Retreat at Ceccano and also engaged in mission preaching. Paul’s advice to him on combining apostolic work 
with prayer and recollection flows from Paul’s own experience. Unfortunately, this is the only letter to Father Stephen that we 
have. He died May 29, 1781, at the Retreat of Paliano. Father Stephen will be mentioned in future letters.

176. Father Thomas Mary Struzzieri.

177. As stated in other letters, until 1769 the Congregation could not ordain clerics without special permission of the Holy See 
because it was not recognized as a moral person.

178. Father John Gelli of Saint Aloysius was dismissed in 1754.


