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Thomas Fossi (26)168

Presentation

February 20, 1749

J.M.J.

My Beloved Thomas and Dear Son in Christ,
I arrived at this holy Retreat for the Visitation on February 4, and I will return to San Angelo the beginning 
of next week. I will remain there until Easter and then go on missions in the diocese of Camerino, not very 
far from here. Courage! How is your spirit? I am hoping it is progressing always better since you are re-
signed to the Holy Will of God. Believe, my dear son in Jesus Christ, that the one who feeds himself on this 
Holy Will of God accepts every hardship without the medium of creatures, but as a gift from the Creator, 
and will make a grand opening and you will fly to holy perfection on a short path. The one who is more re-
signed to the good pleasure of God is the holier, for perfect resignation to the Will of God includes in itself 
the perfect love of holy charity. In the love of God is found every virtue. Jesus our Life said his food was to 
do the Will of his Eternal Father, and by feeding himself on this highest and perfect Will, Jesus fed always 
on internal and external suffering, and all his holy life was the Cross.
Gratitude, which is so much according to God’s heart, obliges me to give my humble, affectionate thanks 
in Christ for the great charity you show to this Retreat and to our Congregation. “Your reward will be ex-
ceedingly great in spiritual and temporal things for the glory of God.” I do not lose sight of you in my poor 
prayers, and in those of the whole Congregation, in witness of the great gratitude we hold toward you and 
will hold forever. Since I know that your good heart will never lose sight of the Retreat, so filled with reli-
gious, and as I desire that we have more — never enough — since I desire to have sons in great sanctity for 
Christ, so I have every confidence that at the time of the wine harvest, you will continue your loving care.
I heard from Father Rector that you are undertaking the sale of the home of Father Francis Appiani in Rio. 
Since the sovereign and always adorable Will of His Divine Majesty has not disposed for a Retreat over 
there, the sale of that house would be very profitable for our Congregation to use the proceeds for construc-
tion in our Retreats, which are so needy. I, in the name of the whole Congregation, would make a contract 
with the Appiani family to preach missions forever in the island of Elba every time they request them. In 
this way they would bring about, at least partially, the holy desires they have. I will give the title to Father 
Francis Anthony, for I do not have the power from an apostolic indult to make such an alienation since it is 
part of his patrimony.
My beloved Thomas, if this sale seems good to you, go ahead with it for the love of God, for our need is 
great. I hope that you will be able to do that, for the capital is good and the interest is secure.
In that event, begin to deal with Clarice Appiani, mother of Father Francis Appiani, who much wishes this 
sale in order to satisfy his pious desires, especially to finish the twelve cells of the Retreat of Soriano where 
he is rector and where there is a religious community of fifteen religious that has great need of these cells. 
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I am recommending this to you with the understanding that this will not greatly inconvenience you. If you 
have the money to purchase the property, that would be good; if not, God will provide, or you can under-
take the task of finding a buyer. For that purchase will be profitable for anyone who makes it, since it is the 
capital that is very productive.
I ask you to greet in Jesus Christ your wife, your sons, and your daughters, whom I see in the holy Heart 
of Jesus and for whom I entertain high hopes. Accustom them, little by little, to holy prayer. Accommodate 
yourself to their tender age. Let them speak to God with gentleness and sweetness in a pleasing manner, 
and you will have done a good job, and they will become holy. Allow them to mingle only with those you 
know to be good, for the world is very evil.
Address me: Viterbo for Vetralla, Retreat of San Angelo. I have a lot to take care of. I leave you with all 
your holy house in the holy Side of Jesus, and send greetings from our Father Rector and all the religious.
I tell you once more that by the grace of God our affairs are going well. The storms are not yet over, but 
the way is opening for the many foundations to the greater glory of God. I embrace you in the Lord and am 
from a true heart,
Your true servant,
Paul of the Cross
You can write the outcome of the sale of that house to Father Rector, Father Fulgentius.

___________________________________________________________________
168. Among other things Paul mentions that he has heard that Fossi is trying to get a buyer for the Appiani family house, which 
Father Francis has inherited. This will be mentioned again in future letters.


