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Bishop Joachim M. Oldo (16)

Presentation

February 12, 1749

J.C.P.

Your Excellency,
With great submission of spirit and joy in heart, I read your esteemed letter, dated January 31. Blessed be 
God, who alone does marvelous things, especially in this great work that our good God has confided to you, 
which provides housing for true servants of the Most High and fervent workers in the vineyard of the Lord 
of Hosts. You can be sure that our great Heavenly Father will grant you powerful help to bring to a close 
this work for the greater glory of God. Oh, how happy I am that the construction goes ahead, and that the 
nobleman Gattinara is cooperating in the building with his assistance. The Divine Majesty will enrich him 
with copious spiritual and temporal blessings, as I strongly expect, and as I will pray the Lord in my poor 
prayers as well as those of the religious.
I am sad to hear of the illness of our canon. He is a true, devout ecclesiastic, and I will not fail to do my 
part, etc. I am writing in today’s mail to Father Thomas that, if he is able, he is to send Father Stephen over 
there. But since it is necessary for that Father to go to Rome to be of assistance in our affairs, and at the 
same time to conduct a Retreat at Trinita de Pellegrini, so I do not know whether he can send him. God 
knows how willingly I would send another skilled worker, but it is necessary that he assist in the Retreat at 
Toscanella, which cannot do without him. It is a miracle from God that we are able to do as much as we are 
doing, seeing that the Congregation is newly born.
Our good God wants to give all the merit to you. He will give you health and life and great protection so 
that you will be able to complete this great work.
It is enough if Signore Gattinara knows that our cells should be only ten palms wide and not more than 
twelve; but there where the air is heavy and hot, he may make them twelve palms, but no more than that, 
rather a bit less so that poverty will shine forth. The corridors should be about seven palms or a little bit 
more, as in the other Retreats, etc. That is what the Rules prescribe. I was displeased to hear that a cardinal 
had the words “after the manner of the Capuchins,” but that matters little.
Blessed be the Lord, who has provided you with so many relics to enrich the church of the new Retreat. I 
would be happy if there was a small altar for Saint Joseph, since I am much obligated to that great saint, 
who has sought a great grace for me in our present circumstances. I am amazed and praise the Divine Prov-
idence over the fact that workrooms were discovered below the ground level.
Oh, how good God is! I am answering what you put to me regarding P.M. D’Orgio and also regarding the 
cure of the daughter of the nobleman Gattinara. Prostrate in spirit at your feet, I confess that “in unfeigned 
truth,” I had no part in these happenings, and “God knows I do not lie.” I fear much, much for myself. My 
life is a sea of sins and nasty imperfections. I have always defiled the works that God confided to me with 
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my many defects. I have never performed a genuine good deed, and I have never exercised any virtue as 
it ought to be done. I see only evil in myself. I say this as if I were on the point of death and with all truth. 
Miserable me, I much fear for my salvation from hell, but I hope in the Mercy of God. With Father Master 
Second167 I conferred very secretly on my knees concerning the Congregation. I do not know if he knows 
anything further. I made him understand that I am a great sinner so that he could praise the Mercy of God, 
who has put up with me, and still does.
I did this because of the high opinion I have for his learning as well as his holiness. For the rest, Your Excel-
lency, I do not know what to say. Many people say many things about me, but they are mistaken. They have 
many times proclaimed prodigies that happened. I know nothing, nor can I give them credence. Oh, Your 
Excellency, whom I admire, venerate, and love in the Lord as my father, help me with your holy prayers 
and instructions so that I do not lose my poor soul that cost so much.
In the last post I wrote of the affairs in Rome. All is going well. Give me your blessing, and with profound 
reverence I kiss your holy pastoral vestments and am always more,
Your humble, devoted, unworthy servant,
Paul of the Cross

___________________________________________________________________
167. This person seems to have been a religious known to the bishop and to Paul. Paul says he has spoken to him only on spiritual 
matters.


