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Bishop Joachim M. Oldo (15)

Presentation

February 6, 1749

J.C.P.

Your Excellency,
I arrived at this Retreat on Wednesday morning of February 4, where I found a religious community of 
angels in the flesh, who give me a mighty motive to weep over my tepidity. Blessed be God, who works 
his mercy for us. Yesterday morning, with great devotion I received your esteemed letter with a letter from 
Signore Palleschi. Thanks be to God, the affairs of the Congregation are going marvelously well, and the 
special committee is destined in our favor. That is a miraculous grace that the Sovereign Good has given 
us. It seems I know more and more that the fierce storm, raised against this poor Congregation and against 
you, has served as those lightning bolts that are unleashed with loud noise and then, striking a great moun-
tain, uncover a rich vein of finest gold. Thanks always to the Highest Giver of every gift, in whom we have 
placed all our hopes. We are sure that very soon we will sing: “Thanks be to God, who has given us victory 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.”
The primary aim in transferring the case from the Bishops and Regulars to the special committee is the is-
suance of a brief, in which full power is given for the foundation of our Retreats, in accord with our Rules, 
with the consent of the Ordinaries only. In all cases the consent of the Mendicants is excluded. We have an 
example of that with the Scolopian Fathers, who obtained that right. I left an account of this with Signore 
Palleschi. Besides, Cardinal Gentili wants to go this way, and I am certain he has it in hand.
This is the work that the always adorable Providence has managed and brought about until now with secret 
paths, whence all the work is his, so that the Retreat at Paliano will also be taken care of by putting the un-
dertaking into the heart of the cardinal mentioned above. But I know that the great God has worked exceed-
ingly with his Vicar on earth. Oh, how much I would have to say! But in order not to go on at length, I will 
pass over them. If permission to build is given, you can go ahead gladly. Otherwise, at Lent the brief will 
be issued, and with that all the court cases will be finished. God wishes to perform a great work more than 
human ability can picture. We are simply crying out day and night to the Most High with incessant prayers 
and burying ourselves in our horrible nothingness, and I have more need of this than any.
I would be going too far were I to wish you courage, for you have made yourself a sharer with us. However, our 
good God, to make you richer with naked suffering, holds you hidden in the most secret closet of your spirit.
In Rome there will be not a few expenses for publishing and producing the brief. Ceccano has sent some 
money to Signore Palleschi and, I believe, it has already been spent. Paliano will also help him out. I have 
no doubt that your great concern will not fail to come to the aid with a donation so that Signore Palleschi 
can expedite everything. I am writing in haste and am late, for the community is waiting for me. In turning 
over this page, I found it torn. I apologize for that, for I do not have time to recopy the letter.
Out of charity, bless me and continue your holy prayers, and with profound reverence I kiss your sacred 
pastoral vestments and am,
Your humble, devoted, unworthy servant,
Paul of the Cross
I have used, and am having others use, all diligence to obtain a small Retreat in Rome. When I least expect 
it, God will provide. That is the way things happened for me at other times.


