
WWW.PASSIOCHRISTI.ORG

601

Bishop Fabrizio Borgia (20)

Rome

January 20, 1749

J.M.J.

Your Excellency,
When I had recovered somewhat from the sickness I contracted in the unhealthy air of the diocese of Porto, 
I went to Rome to assist in our case. I arrived here Wednesday night of the present week, and tomorrow, 
God willing, I will return. You will be astounded that I am leaving so soon, having been here only five 
days. But I have done everything that was asked from me. Besides, the case will not be decided until the 
beginning of Lent.
Do not doubt that you will be informed by me immediately of the miraculous grace that the Mercy of God 
has provided. I will put it briefly without prolonging myself further and adding to your suffering.
Cardinal Gentili has thrown himself into obtaining a successful outcome of this business which God has 
imprinted on his heart. Certainly there will be a brief to found in any diocese without the consent of the 
Mendicants, but with the simple Placet of the Ordinary. We will be helped with ordinations, at least with a 
sufficient number; later, more can be asked.
Oh, how benevolent is the good God: “The Lord has heard the prayers of his servants. Blessed be God.”
So there is nothing more for me to do at this moment. Cardinal Gentili has told me I may depart and leave 
the affair to him. Besides, I ought to go to the Retreat of the Presentation because it is a year since I have 
been there. Father Thomas will probably have to come to Rome toward the middle of Lent at Luogo Pio de 
Pellegrini,166 and at that time, if there is need, he can help the processing of the brief. Then he has a mission 
to give in Civita Castellana, etc. I am writing in haste because of my preoccupations, and, prostrate in spirit 
at your feet, I ask your holy pastoral blessing and that you continue your strong paternal protection. With 
profound respect I declare myself,
Your humble, unworthy, devoted servant,
Paul of the Cross
I would add that Signore Palleschi has produced a learned document that highly pleases Cardinal Gentili, 
for it is written in such a way as to obtain our desired goals for all our Retreats. There will be some expens-
es, but God will provide for every contingency. I have no doubts that the bishop of Terracina will go along 
in meeting these expenses.

___________________________________________________________________
166. Shelter for pilgrims.


