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Bishop Joachim M. Oldo (14)

Rome

January 18, 1749

J.M.J.

Your Excellency,
I went to give the missions in the diocese of Porto, as I wrote you before my departure for this capitol. After 
I had finished two places, I was overcome by a serious illness contracted in that unhealthful air. To the ex-
tent that I was compelled to remain away from the Retreat in order to recover, I am not yet clear of it. While 
I was coming back, I was confined to bed in Oriolo not only over Christmas, but also for some additional 
days. This is the reason I was unable to write to you.
Meanwhile, we have been working with Cardinal Gentili to obtain permission to continue the construction 
of the Retreat at Terracina. God knows how much I have pressed that, but to no avail, for the cardinal who is 
working hard for the foundation of a Retreat in his own diocese wishes to take care of both at once. He has 
succeeded after much work and quiet talks with His Holiness. He has obtained a rescript, recalling the case 
from the Sacred Congregation of Bishops to another committee chosen by His Holiness. The committee 
consists of four cardinals: the cardinal of San Clemente, Cardinals Gentili, Besozzi and Calvachini, who 
have full authority. The cardinal tells me that he wants to obtain a brief so that we can establish Retreats 
without depending in any way on the consent of the Mendicants. This is the primary reason why the car-
dinal has had the case taken from the Congregation of Bishops and turned over to this special committee. 
Since I was of the opinion that this matter would be quickly taken care of, I went to Rome, although some-
what tired, in order to be of assistance. But this morning I have found out for the first time that the cardinal 
will not be able to finish the business until the beginning of Lent, due to the absence of Cardinal Besozzi 
and, perhaps, the cardinal of San Clemente, who has probably gone to Porto.
It is true that the victory is certain with the favor of God. The cardinal has told me that I can return to my 
Retreat, where I have not a little to take care of. All this is understood by Signore Palleschi, who has the 
responsibility to draw up text to be presented to the committee. He has done his part wonderfully well. His 
Eminence praised him to me. All that remains for me to do is to leave some notes, and then I can promptly 
go away. I will arrange that Father Thomas will be here at the beginning of Lent in order to assist in the 
process and the production of the brief. There is more reason for this in the fact that I ought to be in the 
Retreat on Mount Argentario because it is now a year since I was there.
Let us thank His Divine Majesty that things are going very well, and you will have consolation to see the 
fulfillment of the work your great piety initiated. Since it is a work that is so much to the glory of God and 
such great profit to our neighbor, it has been necessary to pass through so many contradictions. I will in-
struct Signore Palleschi to give you day-by-day accounts of the affair. I arrived here on the night of Wednes-
day, January 15. In five or six days I am thinking of leaving because my presence is useless, as I would have 
to remain a whole month without doing anything. I ask of your charity a gentle pardon, and that you would 
continue your fatherly affection with the power of your holy prayers. With profound reverence I ask your 
holy pastoral blessing.
Your humble, devoted, unworthy servant,
Paul of the Cross


