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Francis Cosimelli of Jesus and Mary (1)163

San Angelo

January 14, 1749

Leaving.

Jesus

My Beloved Father Francis,
Now that I am a bit better, I am writing you a couple of lines in haste in order to visit your spirit on the Cross 
of Jesus. May the benefit of your native air revive you, but more profitable will be resignation to the Divine 
Good Pleasure, staying alone in your interior temple, adoring God in spirit and in truth, clothing yourself 
always more in the virtues of Christ. Do all that you can to celebrate every day to strengthen your spirit and 
unite yourself more with the sweet Savior.
I am leaving today for Rome because I received news yesterday that God has granted us a miraculous grace; 
things are going marvelously well.164 It can be seen that God wishes to bless his work in a grand fashion 
and expand it more. The signs are clear. Help us to give thanks to the Lord, as a son of the Congregation 
should, and continue to pray.
I have sent a good letter to Sister Teresa Maria165 and hope she is consoled, especially now when God 
touches her in the depth of her spirit. I hope she will be a saint. I have always entertained such hopes.
Greet in the Lord your father and mother and all for me, including D. Lorenzo.
I am writing in great haste, and I embrace you in Jesus in the name of all. Jesus bless you. Amen.
I have never received your letters, at least not now.
Your affectionate servant,
Paul of the †

___________________________________________________________________
163. Born at Ischia di Castro in 1724, Father Francis joined the Passionists in July 1743 and took vows on March 1, 1744. He was 
ordained December 23, 1747. He received this letter when he had returned to his native air in order to improve his health. There 
are two other letters written to him in this same year of 1749. Around 1753 he was struck with a mysterious illness that afflicted 
him until his death at Soriano in 1781.

164. In January 1749, through the interest of Cardinal Gentili, the case presented by the Mendicants was tried by a special com-
mission of cardinals. Paul, in order to achieve victory, left for Rome (Cioni, Annali, n. 330).

165. As it appears in the letter of March 12, 1749, it was the sister of Father Francis, probably in the monastery of Ischia.


