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Fulgentius Pastorelli of Jesus (47)

San Angelo

January 11, 1749

J.M.J.

Dearly Beloved Father Rector,
My long silence was caused by my almost continual sickness, especially the most recent and dangerous 
inflammation in my chest, from which I have been delivered by the Mercy of God. I was forced to pass 
the whole Feast of Christmas at Oriolo. During my journey to this Retreat, which was made in order to get 
better, I became increasingly ill.
After the long silence, therefore, I am writing to my beloved Father Rector that I am better. I am worried 
that you may be ill, for I have not found your letters in this post. God knows how much I suffer to see you 
without help in your burdens, but, if you see the need is urgent, let me know so that I may send you Father 
Francis or Father Luke Anthony. I am waiting for word from Rome, but to date there is none. There is 
probability that we can entertain great expectations in all respects. Cardinal Gentili has undertaken the task 
of removing the case from the Congregation of Bishops and sending it elsewhere, to the three cardinals 
who examined the Rules, and that so as to silence the Frati and to have the brief issued, calling for only the 
consent of the bishop to make a foundation and excluding the Mendicants. The task is a hard one but the 
Barboni161 are stronger. That is a mighty undertaking and the opposition to it is very strong, for no such 
rescript has so far been issued for a new congregation. That in my opinion is a sign that nothing will be done 
for the present. On Monday, January 13, I hope to have certain news. If it is favorable with the selection of 
this new committee, I will immediately leave for Rome and will let you know.
I have no doubts of your vigilance regarding the young Piedmontese men. Examine them well regarding 
their conduct and knowledge and their health, especially for scabies. The decision to vest them rests with 
you and the Chapter. I say the same thing when it is a question of profession. I have already given you 
ample authority.
I am including a letter for Signore Thomas Fossi, and I ask you to send it with one of yours. Let Father 
Thomas Raffo162 know that I will do everything possible to obtain a relic of Saint Aloysius. That is diffi-
cult, but I have hope.
Pray for us — our needs are extreme — especially for me as I am in water up to my neck.
My greetings to everyone in the Lord. Let them become holy, for they have much better opportunity than 
I, but in that I am not justified. I replied to Signore Sancez since I could not act because of my sickness. 
My cordial and reverent greetings to Signore Pietri. I have not forgotten his situation in my poor prayers. 
Likewise for the Grazi family, whom I embrace in the Lord. Out of charity take care of yourself, also out of 
concern for the Congregation and that poor Retreat. From the heart I say I am in haste,
Your affectionate, unworthy servant,
Paul of the Cross
___________________________________________________________________
161. A reference to the Capuchins who wore beards.

162. We do not know who this religious was.


