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Girolama Ercolani (7)

San Angelo

January 10, 1749

J.M.J.

My Esteemed Girolama,
I am answering your letter since I am now a bit better. I received your letter at Oriolo, where I was taken ill. 
On my trip back to the Retreat from the mission I had to stop there because my sickness took a bad turn, and 
I was in bed for all of Christmas and more days beside. So excuse me if I did not answer you. However, I 
should not be writing you now, for you are not minded to ever be rid of your scruples. Oh, Signora Girola-
ma! how much you lose by listening to these cursed scruples! So out with them. Let us work at curing these 
wounds. You are not obliged on any account to confess this sluggishness you mention in your letter, for in 
that you have not committed any sin whatever.
What does it mean that such thoughts pass through your mind? You do not want to offend God; you want 
to love him. So why afflict yourself? Signora Girolama, do things my way. When such scruples come, get 
rid of them and make an act of love of God with peace and without stress. In that way the scruples will be 
dissipated. So, I am telling you under holy obedience that you are not to confess these things, for there is no 
sin. You are to continue to put in practice the advice that God has had his poor minister give you. If you do 
that, you will profit and draw greater fruit from the sacraments and prayer, and you will be at peace.
I am sorry about the accident that happened to your daughter. I will not fail to recommend her to God, as I 
have already done. If she is not better, have her make the sign of the cross on the affected knee with oil from 
the tabernacle lamp. You can make that sign of the cross, or her aunt, with lively faith in Jesus Christ that 
he will grant the desired grace.
At this time I cannot come to Civita because I am weak. On my return from Rome I will come that way. 
The bishop has gone back to Rome, and I am in hopes that he is favorable to us. My heartfelt greetings to 
the doctor and all your household. You are to obey blindly and not anger me. I will say no more than that.
You have proofs clearer than the sun that when you have been obedient with regard to your scruples, you 
have had peace of heart, etc. What more do you want? Be at peace in God, for His Divine Majesty loves 
you. Continue your exercises of piety and spurn these imaginings that the cursed devil puts into your head. 
Jesus bless you and all your house, and make you holy. Amen. I am always more,
Your unworthy servant in Christ,
Paul of the Cross


