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Thomas Mary Struzzieri of the Side of Jesus (1)

[1748]

May the Passion of Jesus Christ
be always in our hearts.

My Dearly Beloved Father,
With the highest edification and consolation I read your letter, written from Ceccano on the eleventh of this 
month, along with the one included for Signora Tozzi, concerning the petition of the Frati of Pofi. I bless 
God, who wishes this new plant to produce copious, mature fruits for the greater glory of God and the ad-
vantage of our neighbor in the midst of the thorns of so many difficulties.
Above all, I am consoled by the always greater blessings that our good God imparts to your spirit by making 
you suffer much for his glory to make you a great saint. But, my dear Father, although I rejoice in the great 
merit given you by our good God in so much suffering, especially in the comfortless journey to Terracina, 
made partly barefoot, I had to feel pain at such great suffering, all the more since you well know I have grant-
ed you all the faculties I have. So without any violation of the holy Rules, you can make use of a horse, etc.
Enough! “Your reward will be very great,” and our great God is preparing your soul by means of these 
sufferings for greater works and, above all, to obtaining the gift of highest interior recollection so that, in 
always engaging in a true apostolic life, consisting in action for souls and in continuous prayer and con-
templation, which does not mean prayer continually on one’s knees, but in a high recollection within and 
a remaining in one’s interior depth, all lost in love of God, you are drawing day and night on the holy milk 
of holy love.
What do you think of the hard interior battles, these fierce repugnances and abandonments, that strong ag-
itation that you experience in suffering, especially in the severe suffering in body from the cold, tiredness, 
pains, etc., accompanied by strong temptation in every way? I am certain that this is simply a great prepara-
tion for virtues to flower in your interior temple so that you will arrive at that high recollection I mentioned, 
which is the beloved Benjamin155 of holy contemplation. This does not mean that the soul is freed of all 
imperfections, since to the end these come from a nature battered with great desolation. Since they are in-
voluntary, they do nothing harmful to holy perfection, while they serve to humble us more and leave well 
hidden the sovereign work that God is doing by means of a very secret working of the virtues practiced in 
the stormiest of times. Believe me, without a great light that God gives me regarding your soul, I could not 
tell you the most truthful things.
But you are not as much a well-wisher of mine as you once were, for you tell me that you believe that God 
has cut you off from the Congregation for your infidelities. That afflicts my soul more than I can express. It 
is absolutely certain this is a pestilential temptation of the accursed devil. Oh, my dear Father! what would 
you say if poor Paul told you that our dear God will use you to take the Congregation forward and see it 
raised to the dignity of a true order156 with highest jubilation? Yet this is true. Even though I am along in 
years and, above all, most ungrateful to God, God will give me the consolation to see this.
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I neglected to tell you of my long journeys on foot for so many years through snow and other discomfort, 
especially at the outset. I say to your heart that many times I suffered such fierce pain in my feet and the 
rest of my body because of my thin habit, along with a horrible interior abandonment, that I experienced a 
kind of pain of the damned lost from God, that it seemed to me I was the greatest enemy of God. I experi-
enced temptations against the theological virtues, urgings to blasphemy, surgings of despair, and, above all, 
a horrible pain of spirit that I cannot explain. All this went along with the pains and hardships of travel. So 
think, dear Father, of the condition I was in. Do you think I do not experience the like now? On going to 
Toscanella from Montalto, there was a north wind blowing down the road, and one of the group was taken 
sick with a blood blister and was healed by puncturing it.157

Oh, dear Father, how could I tell you the least of the beatings of the devil on my person? How can I tell you 
of the interior desolation suffered on that journey?
Enough! I am sharing this confidence with you only. You can gather how much your spirit is one with mine. 
Courage, beloved Father! God wishes to make you a saint.
I have already received letters from the bishop of Terracina and from the body of that city. The bishop tells 
me to put 1,500 scudi in deposit. I have answered them all. God will help us and all will go well.
With regard to the business at Piperno,158 I know nothing. It means nothing for us. If God gives more light, 
we will see.
I rejoice over the Retreat at Vico,159 and I hear of the great fervor, etc., and that the good people will draw 
down copious blessing from heaven…

___________________________________________________________________
155.
Benjamin was the most beloved of Jacob’s sons (Gen. 35: 18). Paul is referring to Benjamin as the deep internal recollection, a 
common image in mystical writing at that time.
156.
Father Struzzieri, as procurator, is striving to obtain from the Holy See solemn vows which will make the Congregation an “Or-
der.”
157.
Paul, with some religious designated for the foundation at Toscanella, left Argentario on March 19, 1748, and reached there the 
afternoon of March 21 (Giorgini, History, pp. 133-134).
158.
It is question of a foundation.
159.
Another request for a foundation.


