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Bishop Fabrizio Borgia (19)

San Angelo

November 22, 1748

J.M.J.

Your Excellency,
After having done all that I could in Rome, I recommended the work of God to many cardinals, especially 
to Cardinal Ruffo. Since he is the protector of the Capuchins, he was opposed to us because of the strong 
opposition of those Fathers, but after I had informed him, and after he inquired into the actual status of our 
Congregation in detail, he not only showed himself favorable and inclined to help me, but with great cor-
diality he also assured me he would set aside his role as protector in order to work for justice. As he reads 
the Scriptures: “He will do what is just, etc.,” he appears to be undeceived with regard to what he had been 
told by the Capuchins, etc.
Since there was no more for me to do in Rome, and all the more so because Cardinal Gentili thought it well 
that I do not approach His Holiness for many good reasons, but to wait until the case is finished, I decided 
to leave. I arrived here at this Retreat of San Angelo just yesterday, and next Sunday, November 24, I will 
leave for the mission in the diocese of Porto. I will take care of three places and hope to be in Rome around 
December 23. I took this decision under the influence of the cardinal of San Clemente, and with the feeling 
that a delay in Rome would be frustrating.
I assure you that our affairs have a good beginning and the assistance of some friendly advocates, who are 
not a little warm in their support, especially the lawyer Gagliardi. The papers that came from Ceccano are 
excellent, especially your account, which is the strongest. So we have reason to expect good things through 
the triumphant favor of the Most High, the protection of Mary Most Holy and of all the saints. The case is 
delayed until that last meeting of the committee before Epiphany, that is, December 20. That will be the 
last meeting of the year. The question to be decided has been agreed on and signed by the chairman, that 
is, “Whether the foundation is to be approved.” In the opinion of Signore Gagliardi, it is favorable to us.
I trust in the Mercy of God that you will have received my letters, especially the last one. I have no doubts 
whatever of your great charity in protecting this work of God or of the continuance of your holy prayers and 
those of all your loving flock. I am always more aware that I am more and more obligated to you, and God 
knows I do not fail to make you a sharer in my poor prayers and holy sacrifices, along with the entire poor 
Congregation, which will always be most grateful. I end at your feet, asking your holy pastoral blessing, 
and with profound reverence I kiss your sacred pastoral vestments, and am always,
Your humble, obligated, devoted servant,
Paul of the Cross
The missions will take place in areas beyond the mail service. Father Thomas, who is in the vicinity, will 
be able to write to you if something turns up with our case, or anything else.


