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Bishop Joachim M. Oldo (13)

San Angelo

November 22, 1748

J.M.J.

Your Excellency
After having done all that I could at Rome, I recommended the business to God and to many cardinals, 
especially Cardinal Ruffo, who is the protector of the Capuchins and the most opposed because of the op-
position of those Fathers. But after I had informed him and after he wanted to know from me the status of 
our Congregation, he not only showed himself favorable and prepared to help us, but with great cordiality 
he also assured me that he would abandon his protective role in order to serve justice. This is a great point, 
granted by the Mercy of God. I assure you that he is undeceived regarding what was conveyed to him by 
the Capuchins.
Since there was nothing more for me to do in Rome, all the more so since Cardinal Gentili advised me not 
to go to His Holiness at this time for many good reasons, but to wait until the case has been disposed of, I 
decided to leave and arrived here yesterday at this Retreat of San Angelo. On next Sunday, November 24, 
I will leave for the mission in the diocese of Porto. I will be in three places because there are few people 
out there, except at Cerveteri. I hope to be back in Rome on December 22 or 23. I have taken this decision 
under the pressure of the cardinal of San Clemente, bishop of Porto, who wishes me to conduct this mission. 
I was not able to excuse myself and give it to other Passionists, as I offered to do.
Nonetheless, I took my departure without repugnance since it seemed to me that my remaining in Rome 
presently would be frustrating. I assure you, however, that things have made a good beginning. There is 
no want of the assistance of some friendly advocates, who are all fired up. We have reason to expect the 
best, thanks to the triumphant grace of the Most High and the strong protection of Mary Most Holy and of 
blessed Saint Joseph and all the saints.
After writing this I will add something I forgot. The case is being stretched out at least to the end ante 
Reges,154 and that will be December 20. The agreed text under doubt is to be submitted as: “Whether the 
foundation is to be sustained…” and it is already signed by the chairman.
Let us now come to Cardinal Tanara. He is a true servant of God, but he has little liberty of spirit in dealing 
with us, all the more so since he gave me only a very short audience. It seems to me it is not easy for him to 
get involved. On the other hand, I had much liberty of spirit and openness in speaking with Cardinal Ruffo 
and Cardinal Mesmer, who had been against us and now, I hope, are more favorable. Cardinal Gentili has 
undertaken everything for the Retreat at Terracina, and with him I had liberty and frankness of spirit. He 
recognizes the work of God and protects it and wants it for his diocese. He has spoken about us to the pope, 
whom he has found rather displeased, I will say that, with the efforts of these blessed Frati. He enlightened 
him and told me that he is already inclined to favor us. For these reasons he counseled me to hold off in 
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going for an audience for a while, and, meanwhile, let him act, for he hopes strongly that he will take care 
of everything in one sweep.
I am sorry to the utmost over the affliction you endure. But what can be done? The Lord puts to death and 
raises to life. You will complete the work with great contentment in God. Since this work scalds the cursed 
devil badly, therefore, he has raised such a great storm. Let us be confident in God that all will go well. 
Meanwhile, let us arm ourselves for other wars.
The Frati at Soriano are raising complaints against the Retreat of Soriano, while those from the Retreat of 
Valentano are aroused against ours in Toscanella, but they are not being given a hearing. God will help us 
by means of your holy prayers and those of all your beloved flock. My heart is without feeling in all these 
happenings. But in Rome I had great oppression and tribulation in spirit without knowing why. God knows. 
I beg your holy blessing and pardon my expansiveness. With profound reverence I kiss your holy pastoral 
vestments and am always more,
Your humble, devoted, respectful servant,
Paul of the Cross

___________________________________________________________________
154.
Feast of the Three Kings.


