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Bishop Joachim M. Oldo (12)

Rome

November 16, 1748

J.M.J.

Your Excellency,
Cardinal Tanara treated me twice with great charity in brief conferences when I had audiences with him. 
He sent me to Cardinal Gentili for the Terracina case. God knows how much I had to say, and I see he is 
much inclined. But since the Providence of God has put it in his heart to found a Retreat in Paliano, a place 
in his diocese, so he has taken pains to make it succeed. Yesterday morning, I was at his feet to petition for 
the Retreat at Terracina. He told me he had spoken to the pope, although he sees things a bit differently. 
I say this because of the great efforts pressed by the Capuchins. But he comes out inclined to favor these 
foundations, having revealed that at the second audience almost all might be done. With great sincerity he 
also told me that since Terracina is in the same situation, he thought to resolve that at the same time and 
manner for his diocese.
I wished to present myself at the feet of His Holiness with a petition to see if we could stop the litigation. 
I consulted about this with Cardinal Tanara and Cardinal Gentili. After mature deliberation they counseled 
me to wait. On recommending myself to God, this seemed to me to have been inspired. So you can see that 
the business is going to go ahead for a while yet, but with lively faith for a good outcome. I have never been 
so crushed in strength of spirit and body; nevertheless, I am not neglecting to take every step I can. I have 
gone to cardinals to recommend our case, especially to the cardinal chairman. I hope he is favorable.
The truth is that I see them all filled with good feelings, but their answers are prudent and noncommittal. 
God will help us, and you can greatly contribute to a successful outcome for the glory of God. Meanwhile, 
we are in battle and I am so weak. Sometimes I am forced to sigh, especially when I see myself forced in 
long delays here in waiting rooms and amid so many contradictions. Blessed be God.
I will not fail to do as you wished me to in making my way around the holy places. Meanwhile, I do it every 
day at the altar.
For the love of the Passion of Jesus, assist me with your holy prayers because I am in extreme need. God 
knows. An uproar by the Frati has been raised even with regard to the Retreat at Soriano. That after peaceful 
possession for five years. And Cardinal Albani does nothing; it is as though he were dead. After darkness 
and storms, I hope for light and serenity.
I am in Rome for five or six days more to speak to the cardinals, and then there is more for me to do. I will 
go to give a mission in the diocese of Porto. This was requested by the cardinal of San Clemente, so I am 
going there. Patience! When the mission is over, I will return to Rome and, please God, will be at the feet 
of His Holiness to ask for these necessary favors in case things are not settled. You have the writings. I ask 
your holy blessing, and in haste I offer you my profound reverence, and I am,
Your humble, unworthy servant in the Lord,
Paul of the Cross
Last night Signore Cas…i was here, whom I reverence most humbly.


