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Fulgentius Pastorelli of Jesus (44)

Ceccano

Retreat of Saint Mary of Corniano

October 26, 1748

Dearly Beloved Father Rector,
When I arrived in Ferentino, I wrote you to give you the news of my good journey and of my companions. On Monday, October 
21, we arrived at this Retreat, and I have had the consolation to find these blessed sons in observance and fervor and of one heart 
in unfeigned charity, notwithstanding the present straits and emergencies.
Now that I am having a better look at this Retreat, I see it is very good, in solitude, and in fine air. A fine and beautiful edifice is 
already underway with twenty or more cells, in addition to the offices. There is an old building that would make ten cells for a 
novitiate, etc. This would all be complete if the present uproar had not ensued. This continues and is being sustained more and 
more by the revilings and calumnies of the devil. The bishop of Terracina wrote me a letter yesterday morning in which he told 
me of the great beginning of that Retreat, but the evil part of that letter, which he calls my Calvary, tells me that he has seen a 
letter of the Frati that prophesies a bad outcome for us. But I put my hopes in God, for that would be a great loss for our Congre-
gation and for that populace, who are crying out in our favor.
Enough! “May God’s will be done.” I have written to Cardinals Crescenzi and Rezzonico. Cardinal Simonetti of Viterbo has 
written me and offered to help much. The chairman, Cardinal Cavalchini, wishes me well, but I tell you in all truth that I have 
never felt so despoiled of all reliance on men as now.
I want them to pray much with humility, charity, and resignation “in unfeigned faith” during the Novena of the Holy Presenta-
tion, and you can have the blessed novices and professed clerics receive Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament every day of the novena. 
If you write to me, do not write here, but address your letter to Rome, for Ferentino, where I will be on November 4, since the 
bishop wants me to give a retreat to a convent of nuns. At this time I cannot give a mission. I will be there until November 12, 
then I will leave immediately for Rome, where I hope to be by November 15 or 16. So do not write me at this place any more. 
From Rome I will let you know what to do. I have no more to say. I greet you on the part of everyone here and embrace you in 
the Lord, along with all your devout community. I am always more,
Your unworthy, affectionate servant,
Paul of the Cross
Send the letter to the palace of the bishop of Ferentino.


