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Father Ricci (1)147

San Angelo

October 9, 1748

J.M.J.

Reverend Father,
Last Sunday, after I ended the retreat at the convent in Vetralla, I paid my courtesy visit to the cardinal in 
Viterbo,148 that is, at Parnzana. He received me with his usual charity. I spoke to him about the Retreat 
there, and he seemed touched. It seems necessary to me that the city ask him for a mission, which is the 
thought of the vicar general and the Archpriest Renzoli. Accordingly, I am giving you this news so that with 
your holy zeal you may cooperate to the profit of the city and for the progress of the new Retreat, to which 
ten religious will come around November 10. The mission could be given after Christmas, when the work 
in the countryside will be completed, especially the planting. Let them prepare the petition with force and 
let them cite the obligation that our Congregation has to give a mission every four years, according to the 
judgment of the Ordinary, and conduct a public retreat for the people every year in order to cultivate the 
spirituality of the city. They should help him understand the great good that this Retreat has brought and 
will bring to the city and all of the marsh country. I would like to write to the interim vicar, but I cannot 
because I am leaving for Ceccano. Let him know my thinking. Excuse my boldness for love of God, and be 
certain that you and all your reverent house are in the number of our great benefactors; therefore, you share 
in all our prayers. With profound reverence I am from the heart,
Your unworthy, obligated servant,
Paul of the Cross

___________________________________________________________________
147.
Father Ricci was primicerio of Toscanella, literally “first candle holder,” an ecclesiastical position of honor.
148.
Cardinal Simonetti.


