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Fulgentius Pastorelli of Jesus (42)

San Angelo

October 5, 1748

J.M.J.

Dearly Beloved Father,
I am at the end of the retreat at this holy convent.143 I have given Viaticum and anointed Sister Colomba, but 
she will not die at this time. Oh, what a convent this is! Let them pray much and hope for much. There are 
two souls who have great lights in our favor. But I am drinking bitterness and am happy with that.
Now listen, dear Father. Tell me what I ought to do with our Father Vice Master. Where should I send him 
for a change of air? Father Luke Anthony is coming to Soriano to teach morals and for a rest. I would like 
Father Francis to come as well. Enough! I will wait until next Saturday’s post when I will be at Soriano, and 
there God will provide a worker.
For now let us do what is possible. We will help each other when it becomes necessary to come together for 
the purpose of workers. I would think of giving a public retreat to the people of Orbetello, and I will take 
care of the nuns as well, for I hope to be there in February. From my letter you will have known the decision 
regarding the men to be sent.
I trust they have sent the cloth. The tailor can enter immediately. I believe I have written the primicerio of 
Toscanella. I have too much to do; in six days I am doing the work of fifteen. I am going to Viterbo, then to 
Soriano, then to Ceccano. Soon I will write more in detail. Jesus bless you for the charity of the good fish.
The candidate from Rome has been well received.144

I beg you to take care of yourself. I am in the middle of many thorns which pierce my heart. But I am at peace 
and I have great confidence in God and am refusing all the protection which has been offered me from the 
powerful ones of this world. I felt at the altar that I am to rely on God alone. Know, dear Father, that the Cross 
will triumph. Goodbye. Pardon my mistakes, for I am writing rapidly and I am keeping my mouth open for 
Jesus Christ145 until now, and I am robbing this little time to write you. Goodbye. My greetings to all.
The bishop146 will confer the canonry on Father John Baptist. He wrote me in words of great cordiality, but 
he will make his profession at Prime on December 2. That is the bishop’s statement.
Your poor servant,
Paul of the †

___________________________________________________________________
143. Convent of the Carmelites in Vetralla, where Paul preached various times. It was to the Carmelite Sister Maria Angela Mag-
dalene Cencelli that he sent the treatise Mystical Death. Sister Maria Angela Colomba Leonardi (1685-1751), for whom Paul 
had great regard, is mentioned in other letters (S. Possanzini, E. Boaga, L’ambiente del M onastero Monte Carmelo di Vetralla al 
tempo di San Paolo della Croce; Emanuele Boaga, Paolo della Croce predicatore di exercizi spirituali alle religiose).

144. This is the novice from Rome who was dismissed and who is referred to in other letters to Fulgentius.

145. “Keeping my mouth open for Jesus Christ” means, perhaps, that despite many tribulations, Paul continues to work for the 
glory of God through his ministry of the Word.

146. This is the bishop of Orvieto, to whom Paul had written (see letters of September 19 and 26, 1748) to settle the canonry of 
Father Clement Maioli of Orvieto, whom he was to profess on December 3, 1748.


