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Bishop Joachim M. Oldo (10)

San Angelo

October 1, 1748

J.M.J.

Your Excellency,
I have been in Vetralla since Sunday night to take care of this convent of Carmelites for their retreat and to 
act as extraordinary confessor. I will be here for eight days to prepare myself for my next journey to Cec-
cano.
Here I have received by the Mercy of God the desired news of your improvement from your illness. For 
that I have made and requested incessant prayers. “Blessed be God who has not removed our prayer and his 
mercy from us.” I trust in God that you are now perfectly recovered, as before, and that you will complete 
the work which the always adorable Divine Providence has confided to you for his greater glory and the 
spiritual profit of so many souls. I thank the Sovereign Giver of all good things for the great beginning of 
the business in Rome, due to the charitable work of Cardinal Tanara. “Thanks be to God and to Mary ever 
a Virgin.”
I am having all our affairs recommended to God by these holy religious. I assure you that they are great 
souls, confirming for me the high esteem I had for them for about six years, during which I have been the 
extraordinary confessor for their retreats. More than any is a blessed religious who for about thirty-three 
years has been nailed to her bed by some unknown disease and without being able to move. She is a genuine 
miracle of patience. I pass over the rest in silence. Every time I am called into the cloister, as I was yester-
day, I made a devout remembrance of you with her and she prayed much.
Oh, how good God is! I do not know how to express the shame I experience in being among these blessed 
souls, truly observant of perfect common life. There are some, two people, to whom His Divine Majesty 
has given great lights for the work of our Congregation and Retreats. But I experience little or no comfort. 
I thank God that he permits me to suffer within and without so that I keep my head bowed. Otherwise, what 
would become of poor me? With my face on the ground I ask for your holy blessing and the continuation 
of your holy prayers, and with profound reverence I sign myself,
Your humble, unworthy servant in the Lord
Paul of the Cross


