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Fulgentius Pastorelli of Jesus (41)

San Angelo

September 26, 1748

J.C.P.

Dearly Beloved Father Rector,
I received your dear letter and that of Father Anthony Clement127 concerning the expulsion of the young Roman man who em-
barked for Civitavecchia. He came to me here on Wednesday night and roused in my heart an emotional storm of great confusion. 
If I had simply looked toward my own person, I would certainly have changed the decision even though I made the decision to 
examine him regarding his health and the rest, and consulted the director and Father John Baptist, the prudence and expediency 
of the decision to let him go, therefore, was confirmed, etc. So yesterday morning I set him on his way to Ronciglione and Mon-
terosi with my letter to Father Durante. I hope he is in Rome. Believe me, this touched my heart, for he has good intentions, etc. 
Thanks be to God.
Now I am in the water up to my neck. The procurator of Ceccano128 has presented a printed petition, strong and well reasoned, 
to all the cardinals of the Congregation to obtain the favor of continuing the building of that Retreat. There was the sworn testi-
mony of the ecclesiastics, the doctor, and the representatives of Ceccano in which they testify that all the religious had taken sick 
because of the suffering undergone in this dampness, the great good they do, and that the expense in the construction will go up 
many hundreds if it is not completed at this time. The Frati have made a great round among all the tribunals of the cardinals and 
have gotten a rescript favorable to them, which means a permanent prohibition for this construction, but at the second meeting 
post aquas the principal matters are to be brought up – it will be at the end of November – which means that without a miraculous 
grace our cause is lost, and it will be necessary to leave this Retreat. If we leave, it is “Goodbye foundations.” I remain with great 
hope in the depth of my heart, but humanly speaking our case is lost. It’s necessary to prepare oneself, especially in delaying the 
reception of candidates until the end of the contention because, if we leave that Retreat, there will scarcely be room for us to stay 
between there and Soriano, for only a few could stay at Toscanella. You can receive Father Philip, for they will remain there until 
the sixteenth or seventeenth.
I turn the tailor of Toscanella and the one from Montieri over to your judgment. “Do what is in your heart, for the Lord is with 
you.”
From Lucca there is a letter in this post to Confrater Joseph of Mary Most Holy129 that a priest and a lay person are asking to 
be received. Have him reply and get information on their age and other requisites, and then a decision will be made. If it seems 
good to you, write, or have someone write, to Canon Randone, who has been treating with the young men since spring, that is, 
after Easter, and let him briefly know of the present emergency, and that they will be received at Easter, granting, as I hope, that 
we will not leave the Retreat at Ceccano. Tell him that for me. But here, too, I leave you in holy freedom. If God inspires you 
to let things run, and that they come in November to be received, you can do that. I am satisfied. I am between the hammer and 
the anvil, loaded with all that God knows about. Nine religious are leaving there, and the one dismissed makes ten, and sixteen 
remain. See what God inspires you to do since you are in charge.
Even the cardinal-bishop130 who showed himself so favorable to me has now changed. He is making use of Father Ruschi, S.J., 
who is a good worker and is coming to Vetralla and all the diocese, even Toscanella. I rejoice in the good God, who uses all the 
noble instruments and my nothingness to crush me. But I rejoice that good is done by whomsoever.
I leave here around October 10 and going to Soriano. On October 15 I leave for Ceccano and then for Rome, etc. From there I 
will write from time to time.
Around Saint Martin’s send the two lay brother novices131 with Confrater Vincent132 and have the tertiary go with them. It is soon 
enough if they are here by Saint Martin’s, or a day or two earlier. Confrater Vincent, as well as the other two, will go to Soriano 
and for two years he will not undertake the study of philosophy. They will study morals and the Council there with the others 
and prepare themselves for ordination.
Send them to this Retreat. The lay brothers will stay here and Confrater Vincent will go with companions to Soriano, for the 
clerics do not reside in this Retreat. Therefore, he will leave, that is, two with one priest will go with me to Ceccano, where they 
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are needed, and the others at Toscanella.
Send Confraters Silvester of Saint Mary and Cosimo to San Angelo to study theology, which will begin at the end of January. If 
Confrater Ignatius has studied logic well, he could come with the other two; otherwise, he must go to Soriano.133 Send these in 
December, that is, at the beginning or a bit toward the middle of December.
Along with the two mentioned who are coming in December, you can send Confrater Marian of Saint Lawrence.134

In January, as they are professed, you will send Father Peter, subdeacon, Confrater John Peter and Confrater Ignatius.135 Since 
they are not ready for theology, they, therefore, will study morals there. How will they be able to study? Yesterday in a conference 
with Father Master136 we were saying that the teacher could possibly be Father Luke Anthony.137 That would mean that it would 
be necessary to have him come in December with the others mentioned. He could have the assistance of the donkey from the 
Retreat. But he should come by way of Toscanella, for there he could meet with Father Master, etc. In Soriano he will be well, 
and he will acquire more than if he converted the Indies.
He is young, and as he has worked with the young men some years, he will have opportunity to do all the good he wants for his 
neighbor. Urgency demands this. He needs to serve God and the Congregation as God wishes. See, Father, if this goes well and 
give me your opinion. If it seems good, begin to bring this up to Father Luke Anthony, and then I will write him also. But take a 
good look how it will go with appointing another vice rector, which must necessarily be done, for all the more reason that I am 
appointing Father Dominic, along with Father Francis Anthony, to Toscanella, and because of his age Father Eustace is still a 
long way from ordination.
Father Master tells me that in two years Confrater Joseph of Saint Catherine138 will certainly be a good professor in philosophy. 
Then with the three from Garessio and the other young men he can conduct that class. Confrater Silvester will turn out to be a 
good professor in theology, if he improves his speech. Therefore, we are thinking of having him study theology.
I have written you the information on the twenty-seven canes of cloth and the money to be given Signore Orioli, which he has 
already received for these two Retreats. The cloth was better than the last time, unless I am mistaken. I hope that at this time you 
have given the order that payment be made, etc.
I am much concerned in the Lord over the sickness of Father Anthony. I hope good from it and am waiting to hear how he is.
In order not to tire you too much, I am including a note on the good order of your members. While prostrating139 and other ob-
servances, which the novices practice laudably, take notice a bit for someone may laugh or give another a slight kick, etc. That 
is not good and is a loss if they are not kept from doing the like. I do not think it is done with malice, but out of lightheartedness; 
but it is necessary to be on guard.
I have told you several times, and I repeat myself, that your words do more and penetrate more without so much effort on your 
chest, but gently and without force. Acting in this way, you maintain your strength and all the rest.
Father Bernadine140 is needed at Ceccano as a companion for the missions. He will do well.
There is always greater need to cry out to God for, believe me, from roof to basement, I tell you in secret, they are trying to send 
the whole edifice to the ground,141 and this is not just my idea. But in this I am quiet. Let the Will of God be done.
I embrace you in Jesus. Let them pray much for me, for I have never been in such necessities. Greet everyone for me. Let them 
be happy and let them become holy, for they have such an opportunity. I have reports that Father Anthony did a fine job on his 
mission to the glory of God and for peace.
I am not writing Father Clement, for I have much at hand. Greet him, and as I replied in my letter to Orvieto, I will let him know 
through the canon.142

I am including the reply for the archpriest of Giglio. You may read it and send it on.
Your affectionate servant,
Paul of the †

___________________________________________________________________
127.
This must be Father Clement Maioli, who at the time is referred to as Clement Anthony.
128.
The lawyer Palleschi was the civil procurator for the Passionists.
129.
Confrater Joseph Del Re of the Sorrowful Virgin (1727-1781) of Mount San Quirico.
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130.
Cardinal Felix Rainero Simonetti, made Bishop of Viterbo and Toscanella on May 6, 1748, died on August 20, 1749. He knew 
Father Ottavio Ruschi, S.J. (16794-1761) and entrusted him with the task of examining the case of Domenica Bravi Di Biera, 
who was accused of faking a complete fast except for the Eucharist. She was eventually cleared. She was directed by Paul (Zof-
foli, Vol. III, p. 291; Sommervogel, Bibliotheque de la Compagnie de Jesus, Brussels, 1896, Vol. VII, p. 333).
131.
There were four lay brother novices this time. We cannot identify the ones Paul refers to.
132.
Vincent Bertolotti of Saint Augustine (1729-1780).
133.
Sylvester Bordesi of Saint Mary Magdalene (1721-1795); Cosmos Monti of the Crown of Thorns (1729-1782); Ignatius Coccu-
melli of the Holy Name of Jesus was dismissed in 1754.
134.
Marian Santini of Saint Lawrence was dismissed in 1754.
135.
Peter Vico of Saint John (1726-1773); John Peter Poli of Saint Charles, dismissed in 1754; Ignatius previously mentioned.
136.
Father Mark Aurelius Pastorelli.
137.
Father Luke Anthony Bianchini of Saint Joseph, assistant rector at the Presentation and who, therefore, already knew the young 
men professed
138.
Joseph Hyacinth of Saint Catherine (1729-1802) was an excellent professor and an edifying religious.
139.
Prostration was a penitential practice followed by the religious at least once a week, especially on Fridays. They prostrated, with 
face to the floor in the corridor outside the refectory, as a sign of regarding themselves as worthy to be walked over by others 
since they had not loved God as they should have.
140.
Father Bernadine Rotillio of Saint Ann (1723-1776).
141.
Paul means the whole Congregation, not simply the building at Ceccano.
142.
Clement Maioli of the Sorrowful Virgin entered the Congregation as a priest and canon of the cathedral of Orvieto. At this time 
he was a novice and will make his profession on December 3, 1748. He left the Congregation in 1764.


