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Bishop Fabrizio Borgia (17)

San Angelo

September 24, 1748

J.M.J.

Your Excellency,
With entire submission of soul and joy of heart, I received in the mail your welcome letter forwarded to me 
from our Retreat at Soriano. I thank the Sovereign Giver of every good that he has brought you back home 
in good health. God knows how concerned I have been about that, and I wrote to Father Thomas to give me 
news. May Our Lord Jesus Christ be ever praised for the mercies he continues for us.
With regard to the mission to be held in Ferentino in November, as you were pleased to inform me, I do 
not know how to manage that, and I have good reason to think it cannot be done, at least not by me. From 
around October 20 or 22, I will have the happy lot of being at your feet on my way to Ceccano in order to 
give myself at least some twenty days with these poor religious, who are all sick because of the great suf-
ferings they have undergone in the excessive dampness of that Retreat. Father Thomas M. is worse off than 
the others, as you know. Besides it is necessary for me to be in Rome at least on November 15 or 20, so as 
to take some small part in the work of establishing the Retreat at Corniano.
May God grant that with all our diligence and labor, we may succeed in obtaining our desires. This is the 
more necessary seeing that the Frati have already obtained this year a favorable rescript, forbidding us to 
continue the building from roof to foundation. From that you may gather that without a miraculous grace, 
they will gain everything else.
Thanks to the grace of our great God, I find myself at peace in the Holy Will of God and my heart does not 
accuse me as though I had not gone about everything with great care for the foundation. God knows how 
many letters I wrote to Ceccano and elsewhere. Always I received the recommendation that this foundation 
should not be made without the consent of the Frati, even though it might not be necessary since it is more 
than four miles away, in accord with the Apostolic Constitution.
The point in their favor is the victory they had in 1737 against the Capuchins. This was a great stroke for 
them  We are conducting our fight with only the arms of the prayer, offered in the Congregation and else-
where, and we are at peace. Nevertheless, I wish with the grace of Jesus Christ to do what I can because that 
is what God wills. From these considerations, I hope that your charity will understand the impediment that 
prevents me from serving you in November. Should you wish to make use of my humble person, you will 
dispense me until a better time, or make use of Father Thomas M., who will do a hundred times better than I.
I place myself at your feet with the consolation that soon I will speak with you there. Meanwhile, I ask your 
devout prayers and beg also your pastoral blessing, and with profound reverence sign myself,
Your humble, unworthy, devoted servant,
Paul of the Cross


