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A Religious Sister at Civita Castellana (3)123

San Angelo

September 24, 1748

May the holy Passion of Jesus
be always in our hearts.

Reverend Mother,
I received your letter and it was dear to me in Jesus Christ. I will answer in person the questions you raised 
for me when I come by there on October 15, if that will please God, and I will arrive early so as to be able 
to speak for a bit of time.
Meanwhile, remain hidden. Do you know what remaining hidden means? It means that you are to be alone 
in the desert of your interior in order to treat all alone with your Divine Spouse. You know through faith that 
God is entirely within you, and you are entirely in God. You are in God more than you are in yourself. In 
this secret place, in this solitude, keep yourself like a child on the bosom of your Heavenly Father without 
imaginings or pictures, but in purest faith and holy love. Take your food in a sacred silence of love from 
the holy milk of divine love, and drink at the streams or seas of fire that sweet drink of holy love. It matters 
not if you are drunk and out of your senses. You should know that those who are drunk go easily to sleep 
in order to digest the wine; so you, while on that loving bosom, will sleep from love and do not wake up 
without the permission of your Spouse. You will see that when you awaken you will find yourself rich in 
humility, contempt of self, love of suffering and of every virtue. Be faithful to God, hidden to men, except 
to God’s minister, whom you should obey as one blind.
I want you to treat the wounds on your knees with medicine and never undertake that again. Moderate 
your indiscreet fervor. Be on your knees little, or not at all, until they are healed, so they may not become 
inflamed.
You want to know my condition? I am well because God so wills it. But I am in the middle of great storms 
with the water up to my neck. The affairs of the Congregation, from top to bottom, are going badly and our 
adversaries, with the best of intentions, trouble us. They have obtained a decree in their favor, and, if God 
does not provide a miraculous favor, we will suffer great tribulations and our affairs will be on the ground. 
But all this is happening in my way, for all happens as God wills.
We will speak together in person, if God wishes. Pray much for me, for I have never been in such a sad 
situation, and pray more for the Congregation. Jesus set you on fire to the marrow of your bones with his 
holy love. I pray that you not be attached to spiritual delights. Lose sight of such; do not rest in them. Be 
thankful to God and do not repose in gifts, but in the Great Giver, God Himself. Amen.
Your unworthy servant,
Paul of the Cross
___________________________________________________________________
123.
The content of this letter leads us to identify this unnamed sister as Sister Marianna of Jesus at Civita Castellana (see letter of 
September 7, 1748).


