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Dominic Anthony Ercolani (1)114

San Angelo

September 11, 1748

J.C.P.

Dear Sir,
Since there has been no earlier opportunity, I am replying to your welcome letter by post. I am happy to 
have done moderately well during the summer season, despite the heavy tasks that my position brings with 
it. I sympathize much with your asthmatic condition, which troubles you. Dear doctor, you are to believe 
that Jesus Christ loves you much for he does not wish you to be without a cross. But have no doubt that he 
will never take away his omnipotent helping hand from your pious household. I tell you that I never neglect 
to make supplications to the Most High for that end, and I will have that done by all our good religious with 
all the fervor possible. I am sending you this small piece of cotton, mixed with the manna of San Eutizio, 
which accomplishes great cures in some circumstances, such as I cannot and ought not describe, when 
someone mingles it with the so-called manna of San Eutizio as one prays before the tomb of the sacred body 
of the glorious martyr. I simply tell you that I have seen such favors. So first, pressing the manna from the 
cotton, take the manna in a bit of water, then call on the August Name of Jesus and the powerful protection 
of the saint, and especially of Mary Most Holy and the Holy Angels, and drink the water, and expect sure 
help.
I am moderately well, despite my constant work at my desk, for that is almost continual, especially in the 
present situation. I hope that by the middle of October I will be on my way over to you when I go to Cec-
cano and Terracina, as long as nothing occurs to the contrary.
The Masses have been celebrated. Tomorrow, that is, Thursday – my mistake – I am going to Capranica 
because Signore Forlani has invited me for a long time. It seems to me that I ought not delay meeting his 
persistence. I think Canon Pieri will also be there if his foot that pains him is a bit better, as he informed 
me last night.
I will let the Retreat of Soriano know about your donation of grain, provided by your always greater charity, 
and your reward will be exceedingly great. My greetings to your wife Signora Girolama and all your es-
teemed household, and I pray the Highest Good will grant them all the fullness of blessings in the spiritual 
and temporal order. With my accustomed esteem and cordial affection, I declare myself from a true heart,
Your unworthy, obligated servant,
Paul of the Cross
Arm yourself always more with patience and fortitude in assisting N. I am of your opinion. I would want 
you to know the truth for your greater good. Meanwhile, increase your merits and place all the pains, dis-
gust, fatigue, etc. in the holy Side of Jesus, where everything suffered is counted up for you for the reward 
of eternal life.

___________________________________________________________________
114.
Dominic is the husband of Girolama. There are nine letters of Paul to Dominic preserved. He is sick and Paul sends him the 
“manna of San Eutizio.” He suggests he strive for “patience and fortitude in assisting N,” his wife, with her scruples.


