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Marianna of Jesus (1)111

San Angelo

September 7, 1748

May the Host holy Passion of Jesus
be in our hearts.

Sister Marianna,
Your letter was very dear to me, for I see in it the mercy that God continues in your soul, and I wish that you 
be very grateful to this good God.
When I wrote that you are to be obedient to the Holy Spirit, I did not mean to say that you make great 
outbursts of fervor. Internal obedience to the Holy Spirit consists in following the loving urgings in holy 
prayer, especially in never losing sight of our own nothingness and going wherever the Divine Spouse takes 
you with his sweet attractions, especially remaining alone in your interior, all lost in the immense love of 
God in a sacred silence of faith and love. For God lets me know that this is the interior life he wishes for 
you, with the understanding that all your life is hid in Christ Jesus and all clothed with his sufferings. If in 
this sacred interior solitude your Spouse is pleased to have you take a sweet sleep of faith and love on his 
bosom, you ought to do so without awakening yourself without his permission. If you are awakened, your 
spirit should exult in God and pray for the needs of the world, especially for the holy Church and for our 
poor Congregation. Let yourself be free to pray and cry out until His Divine Majesty returns you to that 
sacred divine silence, which is born from the stupor that comes from the vision of faith the soul has of the 
divine greatness, perfections, and blessings, etc.
You did not do the right thing in wounding your knees. You could have put yourself in bed for months with 
the resulting inflammation. Never do that again. You did not sin, for your intent was to imitate Jesus when 
you saw in that painting his knees so wounded. But I repeat, never do anything like that again nor any other 
penance without permission, and be indifferent whether the permission is granted or not.
Take great account of obedience, without which nothing of good is done. Let all your study be to remain 
well hidden in your interior in humbling yourself much, in despising yourself, and in a deep resignation to 
the Holy Will of God.
I am in a hurry, and I leave you in the holy Side of Jesus. Pray much for me and for our Congregation be-
cause our needs are great. Remain in your true nothingness and allow that nothingness to disappear into 
that true All that is God. Do not rely on your gifts, but on the Sovereign Giver. Do not look at the beauty 
and sweetness of the gifts, but with gratitude lose yourself entirely in the deepest secret of your spirit. Jesus 
bless you. Amen.
When you write me, explain more clearly what you mean by pleasant fruit and bitter fruit. It is necessary to 
understand these, even though one ought not make much of them. May Jesus make you a great saint. Amen.
Your unworthy servant,
Paul of the Cross 
___________________________________________________________________
111.
Marianna is a sister in the Poor Clares’ convent in Civita Castellana. There are seven letters written to her. However, another 
series of nine letters are written to a sister at Civita Castellana without giving a personal name. In this letter Paul reproves Sister 
Marianna for wounding her knees in memory of Jesus’ wounds. On September 24, 1748, he writes again about this, but this time 
he is writing to a sister at Civita Castellana, without naming the nun. Both letters must be to Sister Marianna of Jesus.


