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Bishop Joachim M. Oldo (7)

San Angelo

September 3, 1748

J.C.P.

Your Excellency,
Your esteemed letters are constantly of greater comfort and light to me, etc., and I pray the good Jesus to 
reward the great charity you continue toward me. It is certainly necessary to use great caution in receiving 
candidates, and God knows how much I recommend that. Until now God has always blessed us. God has 
sent away the one who limped, for he has great concern for the state of affairs down to the least detail, es-
pecially in the novitiate. The few religious presently in the Congregation are all from distant places, such 
as Piedmont, and they are doing well, those from Tuscany, from the States of the Church, and even more 
distant parts  But God is to be praised for the fervor and exact observance in which these blessed servants 
of the Lord conduct themselves. With their perfect lives they rebuke my tepidity, and often on seeing them 
my eyes flow with tears. I seem to see angels in the flesh. For the greater part, after having some sweet visits 
from God at the outset, they walk at the fine point of their spirit without any interior comfort, at most only 
rarely. Oh, what a beautiful proof of faith God works in these blessed sons! I rejoice over that because these 
are deadly times, and it is necessary to raise up men strong in faith in order to be at war, etc.
Oh how well does Your Excellency put in the principle: “The less that is done, the more gets done.” That 
is the plainest truth. However, I am so blind that in the process of founding the Retreat at Vico, I wrote that 
nothing should be done, but the letter did not arrive on time, for I was sick in Ceccano, and the stone was 
already in the well.
My only idea was the foundation at Ceccano and Terracina. But then bishops wrote and rewrote to Father 
Thomas asking for our Retreats, as did the Communes. With a holy intention he accepted the charge, with 
all the more reason since I had the experience of his prudence and had given him the authority to do what 
he judged best for the glory of God and the good of the Congregation, and because I was at a distance and 
could not conduct everything by letter.
The Retreat at Vico is the one used by the Providence of God so that we might swallow some drops from 
the chalice of Christ. For the Capuchins are the ones, according to information given us, who have moved 
the others. Because we hope they are doing this with good intentions, I see them with special affection as 
instruments of the Divine Will, in which I see all these happenings. That God allowed my letter to arrive 
late is a clear sign that His Majesty willed to bring forth his greater glory from this pain. I also have a lively 
hope that he will draw a great advantage for the Congregation itself. For that reason I encourage Father 
Thomas as much as I can, for I know he is a true Israelite, and that he endeavors to work for the right end. 
I have said nothing more except for caution in the future.
Do not be surprised that the more painful blow comes from a friend and without reason and without judg-
ment. Oh, what beautiful works these are! The work is entirely God’s, from whom will come great profit 
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for souls and, consequently, inestimable merits for you.
Hence it was necessary that the chisel for the work be handled by a friend, by a friend much favored, so 
that you might become like unto Jesus Christ. God will draw good out of all this. I have strong faith in that.
I heard with pleasure in the Lord about the Decree of Beatification of the great servant of God, Father Jo-
seph of the Scolopi Congregation. Blessed be God.
Last night there was notification that our cause for all the Retreats in this area was taken up in the Sacred 
Congregation. The head thereof is Cardinal Tanara. But His Divine Majesty did not dispose that a Motu 
proprio be issued by His Holiness, as I wrote in my last letter. The affair will go on much longer.
I have written more than I wished, so forgive me and bless me and help me always with your holy prayers 
for “the waters have penetrated even to my soul,” not simply from the present emergency, but the scourge 
of the Lord has been striking me for a long time. It seems God is happy with others: “The judgments of God 
are a deep abyss.” But I wish others to know me so that all would pray for me. We may hope to soon sing 
of victory through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
Your humble, unworthy servant in the Lord,
Paul of the Cross


