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Fulgentius Pastorelli of Jesus (38)

San Angelo

August 30, 1748

J.C.P.

Dearly Beloved Father Rector,
Blessed be God, who is teaching you and inspiring you with such beautiful practices of piety, especially for 
the ceremonies on the Vigil of the Assumption, a devout and appropriate practice.
Our person N.100 should have in mind the time when he will be on the mission in Toscanella around Christ-
mas, that is, if His Eminence, hopefully, does not change his mind. He should have this in mind, I said. So 
have him come with the intent to help on that mission and as rector of the Retreat of The Oak, where he will 
have to function without losing his recollection. During the whole of the summer he should be here where 
he can be very recollected for his gain.
Father Dominic,101 in the opinion of Father Mark Aurelius, should be over there to take care of things that 
need doing, for he is capable and knows how to act as provider. Here, we do not have need of him just now. 
With a few rules, along with the order from you, little by little he will improve.
With regard to the retreats for the nuns and seculars, in February I hope that I could take care of them. In 
case of necessity, however, if they should wish the retreats sooner, the aforementioned Father could fill in. 
In the years to come, God will provide. If there is no one over there who can take the assignment, we will 
send them a subject from another Retreat. If the Brothers of the Company of the Blessed Sacrament ask for 
some conferences or the populace ask for instructions from time to time, I think Father Francis102 could take 
care of that, and so he would get used to preaching little by little.
Father Anthony Mirando103 will be coming over. I would like to have him stay in this Retreat to have time 
to prepare himself. But if the affairs in Ceccano result in our victory, it will be necessary to send another 
priest to that Retreat, along with a cleric, so that provision is made for continuing the choir observance and 
that missions can be conducted in that region – that seems necessary. So, it would be good to have Father 
Anthony come to Soriano to be confessor and the director of clerics who are stationed there, that is, for 
those more advanced in age for the study of moral theology and preparing themselves for holy ordination.
I ask you to give me your opinion with your accustomed sincerity and charity.
If things change here,104 as I am hoping, in the middle of October I will be on my way for a time.
God will provide for the Masses we lack. We have not had the chance to send Brother John Baptist105 to 
Viterbo. But if I knew to whom you sent the yellow or dark earth,106 I would write him from here, and would 
send it to him, that is, I would have it taken by the postilion. So let me know who has the task.
I am writing a letter enclosed for the Roman novice, replying to his, in which you can once more read my 
opinion and guide yourself. I am sorry to have to dismiss him, but, if he cannot live the common life per-
fectly, we cannot in conscience keep him. He will always be sickly, for his hypochondria always makes him 
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think he is sicker than he is in truth. Once he made his profession there would be troubles. So it is necessary 
to come to a decision when the weather cools, granted that he does not make a perfect cure and an enduring 
conquest of his hypochondria.
Father Anthony and Father Francis Anthony107 are on their way to a mission. I recommend them to God and 
hope they will do well. When the cloth has come, I will let you know.
The priest of Sambucettola,108 the curate whom you know, has written he is still certain of his vocation and 
would like to come soon with a lay person as companion. I am answering him as to what he needs to do, or 
to put it better, I am repeating this for him. I will let you know the results. I wrote some time back to Father 
Philip that he get in touch with you. I do not know whether he has done that.
The troubles for the Retreats here continue, and I do not know how they will come out. All the others be-
lieve that they have gained the victory. Even I have had such a belief, or to put it better, I fear a winter of 
continuous storms, in which I will not see the sun, not even a piece of clear sky. Thanks be to God.
I will write to Signore Degola as soon as possible; I hope in the next post. I do not remember anything 
further. My greetings to all, and I ask the suffrage of their prayers. I embrace you in the holy Side of Jesus, 
along with all the pious community. I pray from the Lord copious blessing for them, and with sincere affec-
tion I affirm that I am from the heart,
Your unworthy, affectionate servant
Paul of the Cross
Our affairs are always more in flames. According to letters that came yesterday, the fight from all the Com-
munes109 against the Frati has increased. Oh, God! what will happen? Prayers, prayers.

___________________________________________________________________
100.
This was Father Luke Anthony, vice rector of Presentation, who became the object of some idle chatter because of something 
questionable.
101.
Father Dominic of the Conception was vice rector of Our Lady of the Oak, where Paul had not yet nominated the superior.
102.
Father Francis Cosimelli of Jesus and Mary (1724-1781), ordained a priest December 23, 1747, helped Father Fulgentius in the 
novitiate.
103.
Father Anthony Tomassini of Calvary (1703-1777), born in Mirandola, was already a priest.
104.
In the area where there was opposition to the Congregation.
105.
John Baptist Berti of Saint Mary Magdalene was a tertian, vested in 1745 and died in 1777 (M. Bartoli, Catalogo dei religiosi 
passionisti, p. 282).
106.
This probably refers to a type of poulstice.
107.
Father Anthony Danei and Father Francis Anthony Appiani. It was not possible to determine where they went to preach the 
mission.
108.
No documents were found; therefore, they did not enter.
109.
These are the Communes that had provided the defense for the Passionists against the Mendicants who had provoked the litiga-
tion.


