
WWW.PASSIOCHRISTI.ORG

561

Fulgentius Pastorelli of Jesus (37)89

San Angelo

August 22, 1748

J.C.P.

Dearly Beloved Father Rector
I read with deep edification the mercies that our good God is imparting to our novices, and I rejoice espe-
cially in the happy success of Father Guastellese.90 Blessed be God, who knows our needs are extreme. I 
wrote you about the Roman novice in my last letter. Such natures ruin community observance and, without 
a miracle from God, they are not cured nor do they ever change. Whence, my opinion is that unless there 
be a miraculous change, and notice the word “miraculous,” he is to be let go as soon as the weather cools. 
Now I am adding to your holy occupations another inconvenience, that is, to give an account to Father 
Durante, as you did to me, and even more detailed. Let him warn the relatives by letting them know of his 
sicknesses and the serious attempts at treatment and the expenses, etc., and then send him on in peace by 
way of Civitavecchia. That is best, seeing he is so unsteady and could not make the trip overland, or as you 
think best. You may well believe that out of fear of being sent away, he will say and do anything. But once 
he is professed there will be troubles. I am sorry about this, for he is a good young man, but the good estate 
of the Congregation must be placed before any private consideration.
The signs are that he will never be cured of his hypochondria. I did not wish to accept him, as he himself can 
testify, and I spoke to him about his hypochondria. But then the pleas, the repeated pleas of Father Durante 
and others wore me down with good reports.
I leave to you the care of observing the situation and making the best decision, and I will agree to your pious 
and prudent decision. Since you are in place and have the burden imposed by God, you will know better 
than I. Certainly, if he achieves a true and permanent change on which we could prudently act, I would be 
happy to hold on to him, for other good ends as well. But if he shows the slightest waywardness and does 
not settle down to an exact obedience, observance, and change of life from his hypochondria, or fails to give 
true inner and outer signs that would indicate he is victorious in his struggle, then it would be necessary to 
dismiss him quickly and without looking further. Even as I write I am not free to tell you to keep him for 
the Congregation, but my spirit tends to dismissal. But I do not want to trust in myself, for I am not on the 
spot and you are. Do what is in your heart, for the Lord is with you.
I thank you much in Christ for the charity of the beautiful painting of the Passion, and please thank Father 
Clement for me. I am holding on to it to make a gift to the bishop of Terracina. It may turn out that way; at 
least I am thinking about doing it.
Our affairs are always in storms and bitter court fights. We have been cited, but we have not begun a litiga-
tion, for the poor do not go to court. The Communes91 have gone to court against the Frati. The Communes 
have been forbidden under pain of excommunication to do any building, that includes the bishop of Terrac-
ina, but he laughs over that and will soon prevail. So I hope for the others, but I do not know.
I believe Father Anthony92 rules well, and the one who wrote that he is cowardly has retracted. I have need 
of great patience and leave here soon in order not to hurt 
The fish eggs93 have been received and the Lord will reward you.
I have nothing to say regarding Master Angelo. As for the Retreat at Toscanella, which was thought to be 
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built this winter, who knows? Meanwhile, the tax of six hundred scudi for Our Lady of the Oak is not at 
hand; that is for the apostolic indult. So here we cannot be sure there will be any work done.
I think that by this time the bishop of Civita Castellana will have died, for it was on August 10 or 12 that 
he was anointed.94

In September, twenty-seven measures of cloth will come for habits. I will write Father Philip95 to be there at 
the beginning of November. Father Thomas Mary was gravely ill, but, thanks be to God, he is better. He is 
a true Israelite and would give his life for the Congregation. Thanks be to God. God is trying him well with 
struggles, within and without, on the right and on the left. There is need to pray much.
In my last letter you will have noticed that I wrote you on behalf of the royal representative at Portercole,96 

that is, for direction for two ladies to be given by Father Luke Anthony. I recommend that always be done 
rarely, briefly, and with great caution.
The devil is always alert to find some mouth with which to ruin the work.
I recommend the whole Congregation to God for the needs are extreme, for me most of all. I have this security 
that when I am under the ground, the Congregation will go forward with full sails. I pray you to have great re-
gard for the glory of God and the good of this poor Congregation.
Please do not break your head over that Roman novice.97 If you do that, it is good only for him. You know the sit-
uation; he has the example of perfection all around him. With brevity explain the situation to him and do not take 
advice from anyone else, for it is necessary to allow him to depart. The departure of the tertiary was for the best.
I embrace you in Jesus Christ with all your pious community, and may Jesus bless all of you.
The altars are the one of holy Mary and the other of Saint Michael the Archangel.98

Father Eustace99 wishes to do great good and has begun in fine style. He had given me something to worry about, but 
I know that was a plan of the devil to afflict me and try him. Now all goes well, marvelously so, thanks be to God.
Our affairs are always in turmoil.
All the Communes have united to fight the Frati. Oh, how much that displeases me! I wrote again and again 
to stop the court fight. The servant of the Lord ought not enter litigation. It seems to me that the devil wants 
to make a great gain in this way to our hurt. I have protested that I do not want to have Retreats by way of 
litigation, but in peace. It is necessary to continue with much prayer.
Your unworthy servant,
Paul of the Cross
___________________________________________________________________
89. Another long letter covering several important matters, e.g., dealing with doubtful candidates and especially the problems 
with the Frati. The Communes, the civil authorities in the Papal States, are defending Paul and their own contributions to support 
new Retreats. Paul declares that he does not “want to have Retreats by way of litigation, but in peace.” He will fight with prayers.

90. “Guastellese” is probably Father Anthony Thomas of Calvary (1703-1777), a priest from 1726 onwards, professed December 
3, 1748. He was from Mirandola in the civil province of Reggio Emilia.

91. The successful outcome for the Passionists came about through the enthusiastic defense on the part of the bishops and the 
representatives of the Communes.

92. Father Anthony Danei of the Passion was in Soriano, and it is he of whom Paul speaks in the letter of June 15, 1748.

93. Bottarghe are fish eggs, salted and dried by smoke or by the sun.

94. Bishop Bernardine Vari died on October 12, 1748.

95. Father Philip Falandi is mentioned in the letter of August 7, 1748.

96. In the letter of August 7, 1748, Paul does not speak of the royal representatives.

97. This is a novice of whom Paul speaks in the preceding letter to Fulgentius, sent to the Barnabite Father Durante.

98. Paul refers to the church of the Retreat of San Angelo.

99. Father Eustace Lippici of the Holy Spirit was dismissed in 1756.


