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Bishop Joachim M. Oldo (6)

San Angelo

August, 20, 1748

J.C.P.

Your Excellency,
The great and powerful heavenly beings besought by your faith and piety will infallibly bring about the 
victory in the present battle. Incessant prayers are being offered in this poor Congregation, and I am having 
other holy souls whom I know pray, both in the world and in convents. I assure you that His Divine Majesty 
has me conceive in prayer a lively confidence for a happy outcome, even though I feel keenly the fact that 
you have received a prohibition against the construction. But God is permitting this so that the merit and 
consolation will be the greater.
You are engaged in a work in which God will be much glorified and the souls in the diocese will be helped, 
especially in Terracina, to the end of time. So it is not to be marveled at if the devil makes such an uproar. 
You should believe that after this storm your pious heart will exult in God, who is our salvation. I must 
confess that I am unmoved in these occurrences. I know this comes from my dullness and lack of caring  I 
have no particular news from Rome, only that Signore Palleschi, the procurator for Ceccano, tells me that 
yesterday a decree from the Segnatura was to be issued, but, because of the Feast of San Rocco, there was 
no audience, that is, last Friday, and that on next Friday I will have an account of what will follow.
I could never have believed that such a bitter struggle could happen because peaceful possession of the 
Retreat at Ceccano was granted to me. Before going about this foundation, God knows how many repeated 
letters I had to write to the bishop of Ferentino and to the deputies of Ceccano so as to adjust everything, 
especially for the consent of the Frati, before the foundation. In fact, I went assured that all were accommo-
dated and there was no need for anything else. The truth of the matter is that even the Frati of Pofi, that is, 
some of their number who came to see me when I was sick in Ceccano, showed great pleasure in the work, 
assuring me that it bore them no disadvantage whatever, as would have happened with the Capuchins, to 
whom they were opposed for that reason.
So you may see how things are going, but, I will say, God is permitting this for his greater glory and for our 
greater profit and that of our neighbor. Blessed be God.
Sister Margherita Gigliotti, living at the boarding school in Sezze, has asked me to include her letter with 
my response to you. Hence I am adding the inconvenience, while I know your charity has never pulled 
away from doing good to the poor.
I implore always more the favor of your prayers and holy blessing, and with profound reverence I kiss your 
sacred pastoral vestments and am,
Your humble, unworthy servant in the Lord,
Paul of the Cross


