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Girolama Ercolani (5)

San Angelo

August 17, 1748

Jesus and Mary be Praised.

My Dear Girolama,
When are you going to leave off these scruples? God has permitted that you are always doing better. You 
have not committed the least sin when a good feeling came to you because you were shopping in the store 
of relatives of your confessor, and not even when the thought came to you that you would mention that 
to your confessor, if you chanced to see him in passing. There is no sin here whatever. Be at peace on my 
conscience and continue to make your confessions as you do. This thing and others like it are not to be con-
fessed. Get rid of them and, when these outlandish thoughts come to your mind and you notice them, say: 
“My Jesus, mercy. My Jesus, I am all yours. Place me in your heart.”
You write well and clearly and tell everything, even too much in detail; but I rejoice over the delicacy of 
your conscience. So, out of holy obedience be at peace and think no more of it. Jesus Christ will teach you 
to pray. Put yourself at his feet as a poor, wounded beggar woman and speak to him with reverence and 
humility: “Dear Jesus, teach me to pray.” Take yourself with faith and holy love to his holy Wounds, and 
with simplicity dwell on his sufferings without forcing your head, but gently. Jesus will teach you. Never 
leave holy prayer. I have too much to do, for I have just written a pile of letters.
I am sorry to hear of the sickness of the prelate. May Jesus console him and dispose what is best for his soul.
I never lose sight of your family in my poor prayers, and Jesus will always bless you. Give hearty greetings 
to the doctor, and may God assist him much in his work, for he sees Jesus in his poor sick patients. I am 
pleased he has such a good practice. In haste I leave you in the holy Side of Jesus and am from a true heart,
Your true, obligated servant,
Paul of the Cross


