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Fulgentius Pastorelli of Jesus (36)

San Angelo

August 7, 1748

J.C.P.

Dear Beloved Father Rector,
With consolation and edification I read what your charity effected in the affair of Don Paschal and the true 
submissiveness and obedience of Father Luke Anthony, which makes me think that Divine Providence has 
chosen him to be a fervent worker in his vineyard, while permitting him not a little suffering so that he may 
be instructed: “Blessed is the man you instruct, O Lord.” Enough! Use this case as a norm to govern other 
like occurrences, especially with nuns and silly modern women.81 I do not prohibit that one of our workers 
who is learned assist truly devout souls once in while, but holy souls are very rare, which is to our disgrace.
So use the rule that never, never again is he to deal with that woman from Livorno, in whom to my sorrow 
a deceit has shown up. So let him be on guard. I repeat, no matter how often she asks, he is never, never to 
listen to her or speak to her. Let him look to his interior and free himself from her noose. He is not to con-
tinue going to the nuns for a while, that is, as long as our known subject is there. She has not written me, 
but, if she writes, she will hear a strong and sweet antiphon, accompanied by a gilded pill. It will be for her 
good, spiritual and temporal good, if she swallows it willingly. But he is not to write further, nor will I speak 
to her by pen. He will not conduct retreats, except as you prudently direct, as long as the person in question 
is around. That is the best plan, and I will be more inflexible than you or Father Luke Anthony.
I retain always more satisfaction with the work of Father Luke Anthony, and, when the occasion offers for 
him to give retreats to nuns or other works for the neighbor, I will never block that. Would that we had 
someone for vice rector so I could put him in the vineyard of the Lord on the missions. I am hoping for that.
Regarding the Roman novice, although much charity has been expended to have him get well in Portercole, 
I am not sure it is right that he stays there so long. It rather seems to me we could take the advice given by 
the Swiss doctor at the Retreat. If you see that he cannot make it, as I believe, have the charity as novice di-
rector to write to Father Durante82 of Saint Andrew of the Valley and give him a description of his sickness, 
with mange and the rest, and that he is almost never healthy, so that he is warned and his relatives can be 
warned. Then with the cool weather you can have him embark for Civitavecchia and from there he can go 
to Rome. If it then happens that he is assured of his cure by a doctor, you can place him under exact obser-
vance. Use your usual discretion and charity and have him prolong his novitiate. Do not count the months 
he was sick, but consider the time of his sickness as time absent from the novitiate.
I rejoice greatly over our good novices. It would take a thousand years to see the like. Greet them strongly 
for me, and let them hasten in the holy love and sweetness of the Heavenly Father to make themselves holy, 
and let them pray for me and the urgent needs which are felt here to the core.
Don Philip Falandi83 of Cellere has persevered in his vocation to come to our Congregation. He has already 
written me twice. I am minded to accept him, and that great servant of God, Lucy of Piansano, is asking 
that. She is well known but hidden from the eyes of men, for she holds a hidden treasure. Oh, what a great 
soul! So I am hoping you will not refuse Don Philip, to whom I will write to come in the middle of Novem-
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ber. He is healthy and strong and forty-three or forty-four years old.
Now we come to ourselves. I cannot conceive that God does not want our Congregation in the Church, at 
least not in my interior depth. His Divine Majesty must wish to work a great effect and to cause it to rise 
up and expand from sea to sea, for in my thinking I do not know that there could be found in the stories of 
other congregations similar persecutions and troubles occasioned by the noblest parts of the flock of Christ.
You should know, beloved Father, that condemnations have been issued against us at the community of Ce-
ccano, and another fastened, that is, like a shroud, on the church doors on the part of religious orders, that 
is, of all the monasteries, joined now with those from Sermoneta and two other places, with orders to knock 
down to the earth the buildings of the Retreat at Ceccano and a total prohibition against further Retreats in 
this territory. All this has been granted by the Sacred Congregation.
Now our procurator84 is responding in Rome, and the struggle is bitter. How shall we win out? How resist 
religious institutes so large and powerful? What do you have to say? Yours is the motto: “Who is like to 
God?”
Tell me how it looks to you. I wrote in two mails to procure a house in good air to house some religious 
so that we could have a place when the weather cools. I now expect the decree to vacate this Retreat. But, 
believe me, we will be the winners; but first we must suffer great hardships. I am in a sea of great storms – I 
say this in secret to your heart – desolated within and without, beaten down by the devil in a horrible man-
ner, for it seems I have no faith, no hope, no love. Oh, how I stand! But no one knows that, nor suspects it. 
Otherwise, they would tremble. Oh, what will become of me? What will become of poor me?
I have told you briefly. There is need to stay at prayer as usual. Father Thomas is a pillar, ready to give his 
life for the Congregation. Here people are sickly and have been that way since the humid weather. Father 
Bernardine, Brother Paul, Brother Frederick, and Father Thomas.85 They are somewhat better now, but 
only a little. Do you see how things are?
You have all the authority, and would that you had allowed communions every day. I hope you have done 
so. If the Retreat at Ceccano does not continue in existence, we cannot clothe even a handful of candidates. 
But believe me, God will provide. What do you say to that ? Tell me something. Oh! how the devil hates to 
have souls escape his clutches, while these holy novices do such great good. I rejoice at the good outcome, 
which I never doubted, of the novice Confrater Joseph,86 sent from here. Greet him in the Lord for me, 
along with the others and all the professed.
I am waiting for the copy of the brief for missions, as I wrote you in the last post.
I rejoice greatly that you are in moderately good health, and I thank His Divine Majesty. You have recov-
ered enough to carry the weight for the glory of God, especially in these emergencies. I embrace you in 
Jesus Christ, along with all that pious community, and pray His Divine Majesty that he enrich you with 
more copious blessings, and in the Side of Jesus declare myself,
Regarding the Piedmontese tertiary, if his required papers do not arrive, dismiss him, as you prudently let me 
know. It is also a good idea not to accept the cleric from Sarzana until he has the requisite documentation, 
etc. Meanwhile, it cannot be done in accordance with the Rules. When he has the required documentation, 
then you can receive him, as long as there is room. I think the Retreat will be unburdened in November.87

You are aware of the emergencies we are in. Let us pray much so that we may accept more good sons and 
make them saints.
Your unworthy, affectionate servant,
Paul of the Cross
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___________________________________________________________________
81.
This is in reference to the cases of idle chatter, particularly in the 18th century, and mainly relates to “silly women” and their 
revelations of the bizarre. Paul never tired of repeating to his religious that they keep a distance from them.
82.
He was a Barnabite of the community attached to the Church of Saint Andrew of the Valley in Rome.
83.
There is no trace of the documents of his eventual entrance.
84.
Father Thomas Struzzieri.
85.
Bernardine Rutilio of Saint Ann (1723-1776); Paul Rossi of Saint Louis (1724-1761); Frederick Ottalia of Saint Joachim (1729-
1801); Thomas Mary Struzzieri of the Side of Jesus (1706-1780).
86.
Joseph Anthony Tiberia of the Name of Mary (1727-1777) was one of the three young men invited by Father Struzzieri and of 
whom Paul speaks in the letter of April 17, 1748.
87.
That “the Retreat will be unburdened in November” indicates that several religious were to be transferred from Argentario in 
order to make room for others.


