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Bishop Joachim M. Oldo (5)

San Angelo

August 3, 1748

J.M.J.

Your Excellency,
I believe Your Excellency will have had information on the persecution raised with holy intentions against 
us by the good religious of Campagna-Marittima Province. I have no doubts that your fatherly zeal is at 
work with your holy prayers to His Divine Majesty so that the Mercy of God will give us victory – of that 
I can not doubt. Our poor religious are all armed and every religious is careful to defend his position with 
fervent prayer, mortifications, and, above all, an exact regular observance. These are the weapons with 
which each of us tries to fight in order to gain the victory with the Most High.
A few mailings ago, I wrote you in Sezze, trusting the Lord that you will have received my letter. Divine 
Pity has not failed to communicate its holy light to more than one soul regarding this affair. There is no 
room to doubt that after some storms a great calm must ensue, and we will sing of victories in Christ Jesus 
our Lord.
I peacefully await the coming of cool weather to bring myself to Ceccano and, even more, to the feet of 
Your Excellency. I would prefer to go first to Ceccano, if there were not the danger from the air, as has been 
told me. Therefore, I ought to leave here in the middle of October. Meantime, I ask your charity not to lose 
sight of my miserable soul in your holy prayers, for I find myself always more needy in the extreme. I im-
plore your holy pastoral blessing for myself and all our poor religious, and with profound reverence I end 
by kissing your holy pastoral vestments and am,
Your humble, unworthy servant in the Lord,
Paul of the Cross


