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Julian Sparziani (3)80

San Angelo

August 1, 1748

J.C.P.

Dear Sir,
Is it possible that my revered and beloved auditor has forgotten poor Paul, his true servant? I do not think so. 
I wrote you a long letter in reply from Rome. It was filled with spiritual convictions, which were not mine, 
but those of the Lord. I wrote you again from Ceccano, and now I am back again in order that you will not 
take me off the list of your servants.
Enough! If you are not rooted in your interior closet, adoring the Highest Good in spirit and truth, clothed 
entirely with the holy pains of Jesus Christ, allowing all your troubles, scruples, and pains of whatever kind 
to be consumed in the flame of divine love, then, when I come there, we will balance accounts and you can 
prepare yourself to receive a severe reprimand. For this is our agreement of old. You understand me?
You are one of the most fortunate men alive on this earth in the rank of those who exercise your profession. 
Oh, if only you do not lose sight of your inner depth! Oh, if only you would allow yourself to welcome 
these fearsome thoughts and other pains which God is permitting in order to make you his true servant. Oh, 
then how high your spirit would soar in order to take its repose on the bosom of the Heavenly Father in that 
secret closet that I mentioned above! Do this, my dear auditor, for God wills it.
How are things going over there? For now they are sleeping, but I fear they will all erupt together. I say that 
I fear, for that escaped my pen, but really I fear nothing. My poor heart is insensible to such a happening, 
and that is not from virtue, for I am a dry tree, rotten and without leaves, without fruit. But despite all this 
we will have the victory securely. For when all things seem collapsed to the ground, then quickly we will 
have the victory in Jesus Christ our Lord.
I do not doubt for a moment that you are to perform a great work in this business. Perform your duty, for 
even if you do not wear the habit of the Congregation of the holy Passion of Jesus Christ, you wear it inside 
and are our brother in Jesus Christ. So do not fail in your duties, for God wills it. Otherwise, we will have 
our inspection.
Now have a good laugh at my silliness; that would please me. Pardon my boldness. I love you much in God 
and am always from a true heart and in haste,
Your unworthy, affectionate servant,
Paul of the Cross

___________________________________________________________________
80. There are only two other letters to Sparziani, auditor of Ceccano (July 14, 1747 and December 3, 1765). There is also a letter 
to Sparziani’s son Camillo, who was considering entering the novitiate (April 25, 1770). In this present letter Paul reveals his 
whimsical spirit, calling it “mie pazzie!”


