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Fulgentius Pastorelli of Jesus (35)72

San Angelo

July 31, 1748

J.C.P.

Dearly Beloved Father Rector,
Your letters are always dearer to me. I rejoice in the humble condescension of Father Vice Rector, which 
disposes him to be more and more a true servant of God and a worker in the vineyard of Christ. He will have 
received my letter and enclosed in it the letter of Father Pasquale Sancez.73

I do not believe everything, but there is something there. I have firm hope in God that through your char-
ity and prudence everything will be settled peacefully. But, my beloved Father, in that blessed region it is 
necessary to proceed with more circumspection than elsewhere. You know that, due to complete caution, I 
have gone through not a few troubles, especially regarding that region, etc. Would that God would provide 
a member as vice rector for that Retreat, for I would gladly have Father Luke Anthony come here as rector 
of the other Retreat and use him on missions, as I hope to do.
I would much like to know that you had to dismiss that Roman novice for good reasons. Let us expect good, 
for it will be expedient and necessary to do it and keep your patience.
Regarding the novices doing preaching at walk time or at other times, I am happy about that. You have full 
power in all; but I would want that preaching done with a moderate voice and gently, for in this way they 
will gain skill in affections. It would be best if they also got accustomed to giving catechisms. Here on feasts 
an instruction is given by the professor to all the clerics and lay brothers, and sometimes one of the clerics 
does the teaching. I think that over there this should not be neglected, at least for the lay brothers, for that is 
in the Rule.74 They should know that the instructions given here are given with a politeness that instructs and 
raises spirits, and sometimes they get us laughing, and everyone is highly pleased with this holy exercise.
Anyone who wishes to be a missionary must first be a good catechist. So, if they give any talks, let them do 
it with a moderate voice, without trying to have a mighty voice. For it will be enough if they practice mod-
erately. Their voices can then grow stronger with the passing of the years; whereas one who thinks to force 
his voice will ruin it, especially in young men who then assume a bitter spirit, ferocious, dry, and without 
affections. So let them use their voices gently.
I need a copy of the apostolic brief75 for missions. Please send it to me by the earliest post so that I can make 
out the letters for the missionaries who are to go out in September. Send it with the date of issue very clear, etc.
With regard to austerities for the novices, you are conducting yourself in accord with the spirit of Jesus 
Christ. Know, my dear Father, that our life is penitential, however, very discreet. What the holy Rules 
prescribe is sufficient. Let them acquire a solid interior life with a great foundation of humility, simplicity, 
purity of intention, and openness of conscience, with an interior well controlled, with a genuine basis of rec-
ollection, and then, if someone has a spirit of deeper penance, after examination and trial you can allow it.
Oh, how much I desire that our men become accustomed to be interior men who know how to be constant 
in suffering and enduring the weight, proofs, and interior trials that are so necessary to purify the spirit so 
that at every moment they may renew that divine rebirth in Christ Jesus in purest faith and holy love! But 
the point is to know how to suffer such pressures in silence and hope.
You are the most fortunate man in the world on several accounts. I admit I am much obligated to God in all 
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things, but in particular for the mercy that God gives me in giving you so much strength in being of assis-
tance. If your stomach sickness does not disappear, I hope you will still have enough strength to raise up 
great corps of sons of the Cross of our Savior. Enough, now. I rejoice much in your good, for you remain in 
your sweet interior solitude, and in the intimate depth of your spirit you cling always more to the Highest 
Good. I, poor man, am in an always more horrible, fearful state; I fear and I tremble. May God in his mercy 
save my poor soul.
Confrater Thomas76 had a holy death, and I believe he flew directly to paradise, and that we need no longer 
pray for him because of the certainty we have of that. But it is necessary for us to recommend ourselves to 
his prayers. Oh, how fortunate he is!
I am including a letter to Confrater Vincent.77

Our affairs go as usual. The storms have not subsided, but we have victory in Christ after we have suffered 
great apprehensions of seeing with our eyes our entire work smashed to the ground. Let them continue to 
pray, etc. I beg you to give my cordial greetings to all the professed and novices, whom I always look on in 
Christ Jesus, and God knows how much I love them. Let them recommend me much to God, for my needs 
are extreme. I embrace you in Jesus Christ and am from the heart, while greeting you on the part of all,
Your unworthy, affectionate servant,
Paul of the Cross
Regarding that problem of the Holy Office, I have not had time to read the authors. You will find it in Father 
Potest,78 who, I believe, treats it clearly.
Two small chapels have been built in the church, for there was only one altar. If Father Clement79 were to 
make two altar antependiums from ordinary cloth, with a white backing of plaster and some flowery designs 
of different colors, that would be a great act of charity. It will be soon enough if they are done by the middle 
of September. Because of our heavy expenses, we cannot provide fine altar coverings. The coverings should 
be nine palms long and four wide.
There are over there, I believe, two relics of our Holy Madonna, one carried by Father Thomas, who has two 
of them, one on his person, the other is there. Could you send that one to Father Anthony for the mission, 
keeping there the one I gave you, where there are the relics of Saints Peter and Paul.
The relics should be sent in a well-sealed package to Signore Brusciotti for Father Anthony, for he will send 
them to Soriano.
___________________________________________________________________
72. Paul mentions a young Roman novice who will finally be dismissed as we will read in later letters. Notice his caution in 
regard to external penances and his insistence that the novices be trained for living a solid interior life. Confrater Thomas, who 
died July 20, 1748, at the Retreat of Soriano, was professed February 13, 1747. He was probably the second religious to die in 
the Congregation. The first to die was Confrater Turrenio Romagnoli, who professed vows on June 7, 1745, and died at Mount 
Argentario in September 1745 (see letter of September 9, 1745, to Father Joseph).

73. A member of the Sancez family of Orbetello who had left much in the way of a legacy to the Congregation, which caused a 
great deal of gossiping about the amount among certain religious of the community of the Presentation.

74. Regulae et const., 124/I-III/ 61-63.

75. Benedict XIV on July 19, 1746, granted Paul the faculty to nominate one religious as an “Apostolic Missionary” with the 
faculty to impart the blessing which had a plenary indulgence. An example of this type of declaration can be seen in the letter 
directed to Father Mark Aurelius Pastorelli, March 8, 1750.

76. Confrater Thomas Bianchi.

77. Confrater Vincent Bertolotti of Saint Augustine, professed on April 12, 1748.

78. Felix PotestB, O.F.M., Examen ecclesiasticum in quo universae materiae morales omnesque casus conscientiae [ ] resolvun-
tur. He was an author who was well known in that period.

79. Father Clement Maioli of the Sorrowful Virgin.


