
WWW.PASSIOCHRISTI.ORG

552

Canon Andrew Pagliaricci (7)

San Angelo

July, 30, 1748

J.M.J.

My Dear Reverend Canon,
I would prefer that there had not been that quest for grain by our vine dresser, nor by anyone else, as I wrote 
from Viterbo. If it can be stopped, that would be best, for that is not done in any of our Retreats. While the 
syndics can request and receive alms from persons in good standing, or others, in the form of grain, wine, 
oil, etc., as the holy Rule states, over there they are beginning to abuse the holy observance with the present 
coolness of this region. That was foreseen by me and predicted by me to you and to others. So I recommend 
to your charity that the observance be maintained, and, if they give us nothing at Toscanella, God will come 
to our help elsewhere, for they will be much blessed by God.
Up until now Piansano has supported us, and Brother Joachim writes me that our beloved syndic from Pi-
ansano has sent us bread. I have a strong belief that God will bless that house and that entire region. I pray 
the same thing will happen at Toscanella. God will bring it about. Enough. I recommend myself to you. Out 
of love for God let us not bring the observance down to the ground. I am not saying this because of Your 
Reverence, but because of the surprising coldness of this poor city. God will help us, I can say, without 
Toscanella. We want to help them spiritually more than that they furnish great donations, for they do not 
have the mind to do that. I foresaw this with complete certainty and manifested that to you and others in 
the Lord. But I am not saying anything outside, and even with those here I am speaking with all edification. 
However, you know how it is, and I excuse it all.
I was surprised by the notification you gave me about the mild rebuke given you. If I had only known it was 
my duty to inform the pastor. But the time will come; meanwhile, offer it to God. His Eminence wishes me 
well and will believe me, for I will tell him the truth. He already knows that Toscanella is in extreme need 
and made mention of that to me. Zeal and the common good demands that everyone cooperate, including 
ourselves, while hoping in God that in time the city will change.
I have written an instructive letter to Sister Colomba to be faithful in fighting temptations; she had given 
me a brief account of them. I have never encountered more. It makes me fear that she may have given in to 
lack of trust. I fear that not a little, for I would wish she be faithful to God.
There we need to think of appointing a syndic, for the one chosen is of no use. The poor lay brother writes 
me that in going there, no one would listen to him. I believe he will not be going there again. Do me the 
charity to tell him not to go again. All the more reason because it is filled with people and women, so he 
should not go there any more.
I am writing in haste and ask your devout prayers, and that you give my cordial greetings to the headman, 
to whom I am so obligated. I kiss your sacred hands and with devout respect and from the heart,
Your unworthy, obligated servant,
Paul of the Cross
The syndic will be taken care of when I come. Meanwhile, keep it quiet.


