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Canon Andrew Pagliaricci (6)

Viterbo

July 20, 1748

J.M.J.

Reverend Father,
I am writing from Viterbo,70 where I have arrived early this morning to meet with the cardinal, whom I 
found full of charity and pastoral zeal for all the souls committed to his pastoral care. I have the greatest 
hopes in God that His Divine Majesty has made a wonderful provision for this city and diocese.71 He is 
much pleased with the foundation of this holy Retreat and will strongly cooperate, for he looks on this city 
with a true paternal eye. It is agreed that a holy mission will be held next winter at the most opportune time, 
and he will help the city, with the grace of God, in the best way possible. They will all come to know the 
very great visit of mercy given by the Sovereign Good in the foundation of this sacred Retreat.
Here, my beloved and Reverend pro-Vicar, there is no one but you to help us, and believe that “your reward 
is exceedingly great.” Brother Joachim writes that he is thinking of questing for grain and paying by the 
day for help. I beg you, out of love for Jesus Christ, to let that brother know this is not right and has never 
been done. He is to let the care of that to you and to the deputies and the syndic. There is little or nothing 
to expect from this. Out of charity, let him be advised since I cannot write. Signora Girolama is following 
another plan, for the brother tells me the idea was hers.
Take charge of everything and let that brother take care of the church according to the Rules. Let the rest be 
taken care of by whomever it pertains to perform this charity. For all depends upon your charity and piety. 
The lay brother has need of a sacred sign, so ask Sister Colomba to give him one soon, for I am unable to 
send one now and she knows how to make one. I rest at the feet of Your Reverence. Pardon me, for the love 
of God, and believe that God wills to send you great graces for the charity you show this Retreat. I offer you 
profound reverence, and in haste I am from my heart,
Your unworthy, obligated servant,
Paul of the Cross

___________________________________________________________________
70.
Paul went to Viterbo to greet the new bishop, Cardinal Raniero Felix Simonetti. He has great hopes that all will go well in To-
scanella, which is under the cardinal’s authority. Paul mentions in the letter of July 30 the rebuke Pigliaricci received from the 
new cardinal.
71.
The city and diocese is Toscanella.


