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Lucy Burlini (1)69

San Angelo

July 4, 1748

May the holy Passion of Jesus Christ
be always in our hearts. Amen.

My Beloved Sister in Jesus Christ,
After the silence of so many years, I have thought it to be my obligation in gratitude to visit your spirit, 
thanking you first of all in Jesus Christ for the great charity with which you have assisted our poor religious 
who live in the holy Retreat of Our Lady of the Oak, Toscanella, recently founded by Divine Providence.
May Jesus, who is the Sovereign Giver of every good, enrich your spirit always more with the fullness of 
his graces and heavenly blessings for the fatigue, trips, and other works of charity which you have taken on 
yourself for my brothers in Jesus Christ. I will be thankful for your kindness, and I will not fail, nor have I 
ever failed, to make you a sharer in my poor prayers and holy sacrifices in testimony of the true gratitude 
which I profess to you in Jesus Christ, and will always profess.
I have had notice that your good mother has passed to a better life. I have great confidence that our good 
God has received her into the bosom of his divine mercies. I have no doubt that you have kissed the divine 
hand that delivered this loving blow to the temporal life of your pious mother so that now you will be more 
free and unfettered to make higher flights of spirit to the bosom of the Heavenly Father. In this the Sover-
eign Queen, Mary Most Holy, will assist you, for she has taken you as her dear daughter. Oh Lucy! how 
much you are indebted to God! How faithful you need to be to this dear Father! With how much diligence 
and fidelity you need to practice the holy virtues, especially a profound humility, to be always more pleas-
ing to the Sovereign Good!
I hope in the Mercy of God that in the coming winter I will have time to hold a conference with you and 
that His Divine Majesty will give me light to speak of the ineffable sweetness of his holy love. I have not 
forgotten the sacred conferences we have had together in Jesus Christ, and I know by the grace of God that 
the way in which His Divine Majesty wishes you to walk will make you a saint.
For now I have no time, and I tell you that I am not a little preoccupied. It is sufficient that you keep in mind 
the instructions that our good God had me give in years past. In that way you will know the path and the 
perfection to which God has called you and wishes for you.
Meanwhile, I beg you, to the extent I know how and am able, to obey the interior invitations of the Holy 
Spirit. Jesus wants from you a very high detachment from all created things, a true mystical death to all that 
is not of God, a great nakedness and poverty of spirit so that you may be entirely clothed in purest faith and 
holy love of Jesus Christ. Oh, Lucy, listen to the sweet voice of your Heavenly Spouse!
Be alone in the depth of your spirit, in the most intimate closet within. Live by faith and holy love. Stay 
entirely immersed in the love of God in your deepest interior. When our good God wishes you to speak, 
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praying for the Church and for the other needs of your neighbor and for yourself. Do this, however, with 
your interior tongue in a pure spirit of love. But when your soul wishes to remain all alone with your Sov-
ereign Good, adoring him in spirit and in truth, in a profound silence of faith and holy love, stay that way 
and feed yourself in a holy interior silence with that sweetest food of holy love.
I recommend that you go in spirit to fish in that holy sea of the pains of Jesus Christ and the sorrows of Mary 
Most Holy. In this great sea you will fish for the jewels of the holy virtues of the gentle Jesus, and your soul 
will come away always more beautiful and adorned with the these precious pearls. This divine fishing in 
the sea of divine love, from which issues the sea of the holy sufferings of Jesus Christ – these two seas are 
one – is done in the interior kingdom of your spirit in purest faith and burning love.
Listen, my blessed sister, if you will come to know with the grace of Jesus Christ how to humble yourself 
much, be hidden from all creatures in your own nothingness, to be in the midst of people as though dead, 
without eyes, ears, tongue, etc., you will learn the great science of the saints.
I have written more than I wanted. Recommend me to God and to Mary Most Holy, for my needs are so 
great, more than you could possibly imagine.
Pray much for our Congregation. Now we are on the point of establishing two Retreats at a distance from 
here. Pray God that his Holy Will be done, and that he provide great servants for this Congregation of the 
his holy Passion.
I forgot to tell you that Father Vice Rector of The Oak has told me that Don Philip of Cellere wishes to come 
to our Congregation. I would favor that very much. He knows and is informed as to our Rules. If he is called 
by the good God, as I hope, I am ready to receive him, for I love him much in God and would receive him in 
November. But he needs to be prepared to be in the novitiate in November; otherwise, there will no longer 
be room, for the novitiate is full. Have him write me his thinking and send the letter by post to Vetralla for 
the Retreat of San Angelo.
Jesus enrich you with his divine blessings. Amen.
Have patience, for I am writing in haste and who knows how much trouble you will have in reading this let-
ter, written so badly. Do what you can. God will help you understand it. Read this letter with great attention, 
for God wishes you to draw profit from it. Reread it in order to better understand it.
Your unworthy, affectionate servant,
Paul of the Cross

___________________________________________________________________
69.
Burlini was born on May 24, 1710, at Piansano, north of Viterbo. She attended the mission of Paul at Cellere in 1734. Paul heard 
her confession and advised her. Later in 1748, when the Retreat of Our Lady of the Oak was opened, she provided food for the 
poor community. Shortly afterwards, her mother died, and she came under the spiritual direction of Curate John Anthony Lucat-
tini. Paul recalls these past events as he begins this letter. He then gets carried away and continues writing beautiful paragraphs 
of high mystical teaching. Finally, he catches himself: “I have written more than I wanted to!” There are six letters to Lucy and 
nineteen to Lucattini, her director. Paul wrote to him at times with advice for Lucy, who could not write. Both testified at the 
beatification Processes. Lucy was interested in the founding of a convent for Passionist nuns and had a vision of them as doves.


