
WWW.PASSIOCHRISTI.ORG

545

Abbess Maria Elizabeth (1)68

San Angelo

July 3, 1748

May the Passion of our Lord Jesus Christ
be always in our hearts.

Very Reverend Mother,
My great esteem for your venerable convent has never left my poor heart since I had the good fortune to 
conduct a retreat for your religious about twelve or more years ago. I do not remember rightly. I have al-
ways retained great gratitude to you for the charity with which you treated me, especially in putting up with 
my shortcomings with such patience. May God be blessed in his men and women servants! Amen. So now, 
relying on your holy charity, I come, prostrate in spirit to your feet, to reverently ask the help of your holy 
prayers for a very weighty affair. I will give you a short account of that.
You may know that the mercy of our God, after having me drink some drops of suffering, has done me the 
grace of seeing the Congregation of the Discalced Clerics of the Holy Passion of Jesus Christ approved. An 
apostolic brief was issued last year in the month of April, during Passion Week.
Now we have established five Retreats, and others are in process of founding because there are requests for 
our Congregation in not a few dioceses. The bishop of Terracina, a great servant of God, is having a Retreat 
built there at his own expense. This is the sixth Retreat. In these Retreats there is great perfection of life. 
Believe me, I cannot hold back my tears on seeing so many servants of Jesus Christ so fervent, penitential, 
and always happy. They all rebuke my great tepidity with their holy life. Oh, how much I would weep!
We are a little less than seventy religious, and the novitiate is filled with true servants of God. Numbers 
increase continually, for there are not a few who are applying to be admitted into our poor Congregation. At 
the end of January a Retreat was established about one hundred miles from here, and elsewhere others are in 
process of being founded, in addition to Terracina. Now all the monasteries of Frati in the large Province of 
Campagna-Marittima have cited us at the Sacred Congregation in order to block these foundations. I have 
no doubt whatever that they are well intentioned. I know my poor heart loves them even more than previ-
ously, but the suffering is not small. The devil is making a great uproar to block, even to destroy, this work 
of God, which is doing so much for souls with missions and retreats and other exercises of piety, especially 
by promoting in all hearts a true devotion to the suffering of Jesus, our true Life. For this we have a fourth 
vow and to that end His Holiness has allowed us to wear on our habit and mantle the sweet Name of Jesus 
with the title of the Passion written in white letters, with a cross also white. It arouses great devotion.
Accordingly, I am begging the great charity of your religious to make continual prayers, communions, and 
penances in accord with your holy Rules, applying all, as God inspires them, to move the Mercy of God and 
assist in the work and grant the grace, in accord with the Holy Will of God, to expand this holy work. Let 
them have Mary Most Holy intervene; let them hold up to the Eternal Father His Divine Crucified Son; let 
them appeal to the forgetfulness there is of his holy Passion.
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Because this poor little flock, gathered on hills and in solitude, wants to make war on hell and promote the 
memory of the pains of Jesus, so many storms are rising up against us. I know this is a good sign. I know 
that now His Divine Majesty wishes to do great things. But I also know that this work was born in prayer; 
therefore, I have recourse to the spouses of our Crucified Love to help me placate our God, who is angered 
at my ingratitude, for I have never done the least good well, but imperfectly and filled with vices. Help then, 
O Most Reverend Mothers, help! The need is great. Prayers, prayers, prayers.
I am out of time for there is a pile of letters to be written. May Jesus enrich you with every blessing and 
make you all holy. I have never ceased to make you part of my poor prayers, although I have not written 
much, nor to other convents, for I do not want to inconvenience the spouses of Christ with my letters except 
in case of great necessity. I am writing in haste and leave all in the holy Side of Jesus, and I am always,
Your unworthy, obligated servant,
Paul of the Cross

___________________________________________________________________
68.
Maria Elizabeth is abbess of the Capuchines of Santa Fiora, Grosseto. Paul writes a long letter asking for prayers in his struggle 
with the Frati. This letter is an example of letters that he sent to many communities of nuns.


