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Colomba Gertrude Gandolfi (5)

San Angelo

July 2, 1748

J.M.J.

Reverend Mother in Christ,
I am informed by the interim vicar general that you had written me after the mission in Viterbo, but I have 
not received that letter. If I had received it, I would have replied. Now, I am moved by your charity to write, 
as I hear you are afflicted in such a way that it appears that you are on the edge of the foulest despair. Why 
all that? Why do you lack faith in divine help the way you do? Perhaps you do not have experience of how 
much God loves you? Simply because you find yourself assaulted by temptation, are you to think all is lost? 
I marvel at you. Now is the time to trust more in God and to draw closer to him in prayer and the sacra-
ments, even though it seems to you that in everything you find pain, disgust, and at times greater assaults.
You need to know that to come to a great union with God by means of love demands you pass through great 
trials. The souls most dear to God are the ones most tried, afflicted, and tempted. You are to make nothing 
out of any of the assaults of temptation, no matter how filthy and disgusting they may be. Fight faithfully 
and affirm you would rather die than consent. Then fear nothing.
“But, Father,” I hear you say, “I find myself so immersed in temptation that I seem to be all besmirched 
with abominations, and it seems to me that I am shipwrecked.” What does that mean? That such temptations 
please you? “Oh, Father, I would rather be thrown in a furnace of fire!” What is this a sign of? Is it not, 
perhaps, a sign that the grace of God is in your soul? That God is with you – hidden, yes, but he holds you 
tightly so you will not fall by giving consent to evil? So take great courage and allow yourself to be ground 
up and chewed by these fierce beasts of temptation and other sufferings, for you are not consenting to evil 
and need fear nothing.
I beg you to be well resigned to the Will of God and keep yourself in the deepest part of your interior. To-
tally lost there in divine love, suffer in profound silence and with strong hope in the trials that God wishes 
to make of you. If you act this way, in a short while you will see light. It will be so grand and will disperse 
all these clouds.
Pray to Jesus for me and be faithful to God; confide in him much and be peaceful, for although it seems to 
you that you are lost, it is not so. For now your soul is being prepared for the highest treasures, since, as I 
said, you are fighting courageously and hoping in God. Jesus bless you. Amen.
Your useless, unworthy servant,
Paul of the Cross


