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Bishop Joachim M. Oldo (3)

Soriano

June 14, 1748

J.M.J.

Your Excellency,
To my great consolation, I received you esteemed letter in the regular post this week. It made me recognize 
more the admirable work of Divine Providence in the building of this Retreat, from which there is no room 
for doubting that the great Father of Mercies will derive great good to his greater glory and the spiritual 
profit of our poor neighbors. Only I feel keenly that I am not grateful to God and to his servants who are the 
noble instruments His Divine Majesty is using for his glory.
With regard to the fifty scudi that the people of Terracina wish to give as a help to the poor religious who 
live in that Retreat, if it please you, I would wait to resolve this question when I am there. I hope in God that 
will be when the weather cools down. Our Congregation is founded in rigorous poverty, without the right to 
any fixed income whatever, whether particular or general, not even under title of sacristy. Consequently, it 
will take much prayer before deciding. While it can be believed that we could the accept the donation on the 
basis of a simple alms, it seems to me that as far as any obligation on the part of that city to give that alms, 
there must be a contract on our side that the people retain the freedom to give or not give so that neither the 
local rector of the Retreat nor the superior of the Congregation can ever demand it. In this way, if I am not 
mistaken, the strength of holy poverty that we profess would remain. Meanwhile, let us pray and resolve the 
case with your wise counsel. I do not cease to cry out to the Most High, along with our good religious, to 
set you all afire with the flames of his divine love and make you holier all the time, as I confidently expect.
I pray your goodness to continue the charity of your holy prayers, for my needs are extreme on all counts, 
and asking for your holy blessing, with profound reverence I claim to be,
Your humble, unworthy servant in the Lord,
Paul of the Cross
The day after the Feast of Saint John the Baptist, I will go, God willing, to the Retreat of San Angelo, where 
I will pass the summer.


