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Bishop Joachim M. Oldo (2)58

Soriano

May 18, 1748

J.M.J.

Your Excellency,
The same night that I ended the holy mission in Viterbo I was taken by a strong fever. Now that I am some-
what better, I do not want to pass over assuring you how I lack the words to express my highest gratitude, 
which I owe you in Jesus Christ, for the work you have undertaken in your pastoral zeal for the glory of God 
and the salvation of souls. So, I am not found wanting to meet in some small measure the great obligation 
that I have to pray, and have prayers offered, to His Divine Majesty that he make you holier and consume 
you entirely in the flames of his gentle divine love.
I feel very satisfied in my poor spirit with the site provided for the building of the new Retreat, and I have 
the highest hope that there our Lord will be much praised and holy souls will be brought forth. I have no 
doubt that your great piety will build it with the holy poverty that our holy Rules require. Since Father 
Thomas Mary was there to see the place, I am sure he informed you of everything.
If I can, I will make every effort to be at your feet, when the weather cools, to ratify in person my poor, 
useless service and to receive your instructions for my spirit, which is so needful. I am writing to the Fran-
ciscan and Dominican Fathers at this post. Because of the inclemency of the weather, I will not be able to 
come there in September, but certainly in November.
With regard to the priest who assists at the Retreat of Toscanella, one should not accept the design for the 
little church, as you explained it to me. We could tell the master builder or Signore Vico, as best pleases you, 
that it would be enough if the little church had three small, poor chapels. Great care should be taken for the 
choir that it be large enough, dry, and well sealed, especially for the winter. In the summer good windows 
can bring in the healthy air.
I think that you must have heard of the death of the bishop of Viterbo. It happened about the middle of the 
mission and while he was healthy and strong. He was in bed where he had been put that very morning be-
cause of a small bleeding from a toe.
Before going to preach to the large crowd that waited for me, I paid him a visit. He was stronger than I. 
After a short interchange about things concerning the fruits of the mission, he embraced me with tears and 
let me go. I preached on death, the topic for this day, and it caused great emotion in the people. Before I had 
ended the sermon, he was dead. It was truly a sudden death, but I trust not unprovided. On that very day 
there occurred many things arguing in his favor. This happening caused great emotion in the people and 
Jesus blessed the mission with a generous hand. May he be praised forever.
I end at the feet of Your Excellency and implore always more the favor of your holy prayers and holy bless-
ing, and with profound reverence I kiss your sacred pastoral vestments, and I am,
Your humble, unworthy servant in the Lord,
Paul of the Cross
___________________________________________________________________
58. Paul writes of the Viterbo mission and of the sudden and unexpected death of Bishop Abbati of Viterbo in the middle of the 
mission. Bishop Abbati had welcomed the second Retreat of Saint Michael the Holy Angel at Vetralla.


