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Fulgentius Pastorelli of Jesus (32)

Soriano

May 18, 1748

J.M.J.

I am writing in haste because right now I am recovering from a quartan fever relapse the very night I closed 
the mission in Viterbo, which was greatly blessed by God. I am happy that the good Piedmontese have 
arrived. Abbe Fresia tells me he has twenty-five scudi for their vestition. I have no news of the vestition 
payment for the subdeacon from Graffagnano. I wrote about this in today’s post to Signore Fresia so that  
You need to let me know about the cloth which is needed for the winter so that I may write in time. For an 
entire year I have written to everyone that we could not receive postulants. The Congregation is swamped 
in the midst of great persecutions. A petition containing infinite calumnies has been presented to the pope. 
In substance we are treated worse than Luther, Mohammed, and Calvin. The pope has consulted a bishop 
benevolent to us for information and opinion. He is arming himself to respond to this horrible petition, 
compiled by a well-reformed Congregation, and for this the pope is asking assistance – it is the Capuchins, 
that is, one of their monasteries. I say this to your heart and not to others. I have no merit in this, for my vile 
nature does not fight back. I even feel a tender love toward them.53

I want to know when I can send Confrater Thomas,54 and to that end I am presently sending him to Montal-
to, his country, by way of that Father in Genoa 
The lay brother from Fabbrica is already dismissed and cut off and left today. Regarding the young man 
from Montieri, if he were already a cleric, he could be accepted. But as a lay brother, how can we do that 
since there are too many?
The bishop of Terracina, a great servant of God,55 has already built a Retreat that will be better than this one 
and has cleared away all difficulties and spent two hundred fifty scudi.
You will be advised regarding the bath by the count,56 who knows that you will not be the companion of 
Father Francis Anthony, who was suffering from melancholy and was sick in Vignanello, but is better now.
How is the vice rector doing?57 Oh, how much that convent at Piombino weighs on him! May God grant 
that they be good for one another. I have never thought so, as is clear from my letters. Who knows what he 
thought of them? Who knows how much trouble this will cause? Oh, if he only knew what God gives me 
to understand; then he would want to work at bearing the weight of that Retreat and remain recollected! He 
should consider us and have done for us what is necessary for the Retreat, for that is the Will of God. I have 
had great uneasiness for that convent, and yet it is necessary to go along with what has been done in order 
not to give offense.
I rejoice over the vestitions. Make sure you go soon to the baths, which will happen, I think, at the end of 
May, from what I understand, when the season turns warm.
Greet everyone for me, and I embrace you in the Lord and am,
Your true servant
Paul of the †
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53.
There was a large opposition organized by the Mendicant Orders against the Congregation, which affected the foundations to the 
south of Rome. Paul speaks to Fulgentius about this in the letter of April 12, 1748.
54.
Confrater Thomas Bianchi of Saint John Baptist, already mentioned in other letters to Fulgentius, died in San Eutizio on July 
20, 1748.
55.
Bishop Joachim Mary Oldo, Carmelite.
56.
Count Brusciotti, in whose home he received hospitality.
57.
Father Luke Anthony Bianchini of Saint Joseph.


