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Fulgentius Pastorelli of Jesus (31)

San Angelo

April 17, 1748

J.M.J.

Dearly Beloved Father Rector,
Last night the two clerics arrived at this Retreat with Brother Francis,44 etc. I am very satisfied with him, for 
he seems to be a good son. The fugitive lay brother arouses my great compassion. He seems very penitent; 
he asserts he would be damned if he returned to the world; he weeps, cries out, etc. I had wished to be rid 
of him, but in the end he won me over. With the advice of Father Master, I am sending him to Soriano as a 
tertiary so that we can try him for that state with all diligence and rigor.
I threatened him that wherever he might go, if he decided to flee, I would have the law brought on him and 
have him put in prison.45 He seemed very resolute, and it seems to me we have freed a little lamb from the 
jaws of the infernal dragon.
Three good young men will be there, from what Father Thomas46 writes me. But if they do not have their 
vestition money and the requisite documentation, do not vest them on any account. Since we ought to wait 
for vestition until the arrival of the Piedmontese, there will be time to prove them with all the rigor of the 
Rule. They must comply with everything, and, if they seem to hold back, send them home. Signore Joseph 
Cerrini from Ronciglione has come with Brother Francis,47 who is a young man of fine appearance and tal-
ent. He has his vestition money with him as well as eight scudi from a lay person in Vignanello, who is an 
angel. He will give them the other two scudi at that time, and they will be sent.
Father Vice Rector has not sent me the documents of the lay brothers, I believe, through forgetfulness. But 
he will send them. It is true he is known in Vignanello, but they should be obtained according to the Rules. 
The retreat for those to be vested should be conducted when all the ones from Piedmont arrive. No more 
are coming from here. Have the retreat conducted by Father Luke Anthony or by the vice director. It would 
be better by the first.
I am very displeased that he left without waiting for confirmation from here and further instructions. He is 
going to make a useless trip and accomplish nothing. Are we not required to wait for due delegation and for 
my orders? That rush to give a retreat at Piombino,48 I am well aware of that  Enough! Write him that he dis-
engage himself and come back as quickly as possible to help in our retreats for those to be vested. I am not 
sure, but my heart strongly rejects his going to Piombino for the business we know of, and I see he would 
stay there until June. I do not wish that sort of thing. Be sure that he moves quickly and returns immediately.
I would have been pleased if the third one professed had come here. But since he did not, let him stay there, 
though he will lose study time. They have more light than I, so let them delay until November. It is not wise 
to have them come in this light air of June and July.
I know that they are thinking of taking a loan to pay for grain. Do not at this time make use of the advice I 
gave. Remember you will need to pay for the cloth to make habits for winter and mantles for the novices. It 
is true that for the five who are coming there are fifty scudi, but that should not be used for grain.



WWW.PASSIOCHRISTI.ORG

I submit all this to your prudence and charity, and you know you have full faculties. However, do not go 
beyond them. If then His Divine Majesty provides without making the quest in Orbetello, that will be better.
I recommend Signore Joseph49 very highly. That young man will make a grand success, as I hope.
You have sent me a pile of letters filled with scruples, fears, obligations, etc. The yoke of the Lord is sweet; 
do gently what you can. The vice director should do his part, seeing it is the role that God has given him. 
Let him instruct, give the conferences, at least in the minor matters. If you give the examens, do not get 
so worked up, for in that way you make a greater impression and guard your health. Everything there is in 
good order so  What I want is that the vice rector gets back in time to conduct the retreats, which you cannot 
do. It is not a task for you because of the danger of ruining your health completely.
I am enclosing a letter from Father Thomas, which contains reports on the young men he is sending. I am 
including the letter from Father Francis Anthony with the mandate.50

You tell me that you have sent Father John Baptist a copy of the brief. That is a big mistake, for I wrote that 
you should send a copy of the Motu proprio of the Holy Father for the Retreat of Toscanella51 to enter into 
the records, and the original should remain in the archives, as I believe has been done.
Have much prayer offered and pray for the good success of the mission in Viterbo, which begins April 22, 
and take good care of yourself for the love of the holy Passion of Jesus Christ. I thank you in the Lord for 
the biscuits. I will have a feast from them. As soon as there is a chance to sail for Genoa or Chiavari let me 
know so I can send Confrater Thomas.
I recommend the good lay brother from Vignanello,52 for he is a good man and will do well.
Regarding the other lay brother, who you tell me is twenty-seven years old, do what you think best, but be 
sure he will be a good vocation. Examine him well.
I greet all in the Lord and embrace you in the Lord. Send the crucifix, etc.
The mandate for character recognition in Rio needs two knowledgeable witnesses, so a notary wrote to me.
I am from a good heart always more,
Your true, affectionate servant,
Paul of the Cross

___________________________________________________________________
44. Possibly a reference to Brother Francis Mary Lelli of the Heart of Jesus, born in Vignanello, was vested June 1, 1748, and 
dismissed in 1755.

45. At that time the ecclesiastical authority could ask the civil authority to imprison a fugitive religious.

46. Father Thomas Struzzieri. Two of the three young men were vested June 1, 1748. They were Confrater Joseph Anthony Tibe-
ria of the Name of Mary, born in Ceccano and died as a Passionist on May 28, 1755; and Confrater Thomas Renzi of the Agony 
of Jesus, born in Roccasecca and left the Community in 1762.

47. Confrater Joseph Mary of Jesus of Ronciglione died as a Passionist in 1753.

48. This is a reference to Father Luke Anthony, vice rector. Paul was opposed to his going to Piombino in the letter of December 19, 1747.

49. Joseph Cerrini.

50. The mandate of which he speaks was in a letter of April 12, 1748, which allowed Father Francis Anthony Appiani to go to 
the island of Elba in order to straighten out the affairs of his family.

51. The decree of the pope which authorized the Passionist foundation in Toscanella without the consent of the Mendicants. Motu 
proprio means that the pope does something on his own initiative rather than through a congregation or commission.

52. Brother Francis Mary Lelli of the Heart of Mary.


