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Fulgentius Pastorelli of Jesus (30)31

San Angelo

April 12, 1748

J.M.J.

Dear Beloved Father Rector,
I am writing on Good Friday, and with trust in the holy death of Christ Jesus, I ask you to return one or 
two habits of those you will mail, for here there are none. For two or three years I have not had a habit for 
summer, and I am going to Viterbo to give a mission the Monday of the Second Sunday of Easter with this 
heavy habit. Since I do not have the other one, which they gave me as an alms in the Retreat of Soriano, I 
will be wearing the heavy one all summer, if I live – and concerning that: “Augustine has doubts.” I will be 
sending two undershirts back.
I do not believe that it would enter the head of anyone of our Congregation to think that the Retreat of the 
Presentation is rich, as you tell me. All were founded in holy poverty. It may be so, but to my knowledge it 
has never come up in all the conferences I have held. It will be some lay person into whose head the devil 
has placed such a lie. I am writing to the world that this Retreat is lacking grain, and I am not lying. In this 
situation I say it is necessary to take advantage of the privilege in the holy Rules32 which allow a quest when 
there is need.
Over there grain is short, and, if I were there, I would make requests for bread once a week in San Stefano 
and Orbetello by having announced ahead of time by the parish priest of Orbetello and the curate of San 
Stefano the need of the Retreat, full of religious, etc, along with a note on the way of approaching the pas-
tors to announce and recommend this charity to the people, and that it is a severe necessity that prompts 
taking this step. In Orbetello have a devout cleric accompany once or twice our lay brother, or brothers, so 
that they learn the houses which can afford such an alms. In this way I would hope that you can hold out 
until the harvest with the cereal you have or the little more that you can provide. Examine the situation with 
the syndic and with Sancez, and, if they think it well to make this request for bread once each week by pious 
persons, let them do it, for we are short of brothers.
Do this with the advice of the vicar general – advice, not permission – so as not to damage our situation, as 
we already have permission from the brief.33

At San Stefano it can be done by a lay brother. In Orbetello I think there would be too much distraction. 
Before I forget it, I tell you that in the summer wear a light habit, and, I believe, you will do that for sure 
because so 
I do not judge it well for the priest-novice to hear confessions before he is professed.34 This is a situation 
that has heavy consequences, and needs the permission of the General Superior. If penitents come and there 
is someone to hear the confessions, but not you, let someone else go to hear the confessions; otherwise, tell 
them kindly that the confessors are away or otherwise occupied and confessions are not able to be heard.
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But as for Father Francis,35 what is he doing and why is he not hearing confessions? Oh, what a dried up 
man! I do not know what to say. Have him take care of confessions and rouse him from his great dryness 
and asperity. I know your prudence and charity in which I am confiding; for if you know him to be a danger, 
I defer to you. But it seems to me he could act as a confessor. Make your judgment and rouse him; have 
some conferences with him so that he prepares himself and makes the exercise easy. Father Luke Anthony 
can do this for him with dry confessions, as is done.36

With regard to going to Piombino, I leave all that up to you. Examine the situation closely: the infested 
sea,37 the great caution, experience and great prudence that one wants in that convent. God will give you 
light.
If Father Francis Anthony will send me the mandate for power of attorney, I will return it immediately.
The novices from Ferentino and Ceccano will not come until November, or perhaps later. I already wrote 
about that. From here two fine candidates will come, as I see it, and a lay brother with his vestition money 
and required documents.38 The last post brought me the final directives for the mission in Viterbo, which be-
gins April 22 and ends on May 5. God knows the need of prayer, of assistance from above, in the miserable 
state I am in. The students will be free of study at this time, for Father Master39 will be doing the catechisms 
and Father John Baptist will be giving the retreat for the priests. I have the rest.
The affairs of the Congregation are going well for the religious, for they are great servants of God, but the 
uproar over the Retreats at Ceccano, Terracina, and Vico is great. There are petitions in Rome to the pope, 
the Sacred Congregation, etc., pains, etc.40 Nevertheless, God will have us win out. On ordination we have 
nothing.41 I hope to go to Rome in May, and I trust in God to work his Will, but not through the ordinary 
channel.
No further novices are coming from here, except the one I mentioned; those from Piedmont and Lucca will 
be coming.
Take good care of yourself. Speaking so long in the Chapter with your usual fervor does you much harm. 
Let the vice director give the examens. Give him the points in some book and tell him how to go about the 
delivery so as not to bore the poor novices, and to use gentleness without his great dryness. So take care of 
yourself, especially in the summer when you should be at the baths. I will be speaking about the best time 
for you to go with the doctors. But you must prepare yourself so that the waters purify. Do not damage your 
chest with so much speaking and shouting. There are good beginnings there.
I am not saying anything about myself, for I do not want to frighten anyone. Let them pray for me and for 
the exceedingly great needs of the Congregation. Greet everyone for me in the Lord. I embrace all in Jesus 
Christ, and I beg him to bless you all with a large hand. I passed Holy Week in spirit with the entire Congre-
gation and I have offered Mass, and will offer Mass, for all of you. I have celebrated the sacred ceremony, 
but how? God knows I rightfully suffer this, but I am not despairing. May God have mercy on me.
Your true, affectionate servant,
Paul of the Cross
I will not send Confrater Thomas42 at this time. There are too many uproars by land and sea.43 Meanwhile, I 
will have him write his homeland. He will stay at the Retreat of San Eutizio until, etc., and we will see to it.

___________________________________________________________________
31.
This letter is informative on various matters, such as wearing a winter and summer habit, questing, having a priest capable of 
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hearing confessions, petitions being sent to the pope by the Mendicants against the Congregation, three missionaries beginning 
a two-week mission at Viterbo on the Sunday after Easter, taking the baths in the summer, etc.
32.
Regulae et const., p. 161, n. 67.
33.
In the brief of approval of 1746, the pope conceded such faculties; thus it was not necessary to ask permission of the Ordinary. 
Paul wanted to inform the vicar in order to show his reverence and maintain mutual trust. He also wanted to hear from the syn-
dic, who had a responsibility given by the Passionist rector to take care of the material affairs of the community in a given town. 
This was to include Sancez, who was very helpful to Paul from the beginning in taking care of the foundation of the Retreat of 
the Presentation.
34.
Father Clement Maioli of the Sorrowful Virgin.
35.
Possibly concerning Father Francis Cosimelli of Jesus and Mary.
36.
“Dry confession” means to make a confession as a scholastic exercise.
37.
The sea was infested with Algerian pirates; thus Paul hesitated to go by sea. The monastery was that of Sister Cherubina Bres-
ciani.
38.
“Vestition money” signifies a certain some of money that the postulant had to bring to contribute towards the expense of the habit 
and breviary. It was a norm common in all institutes at that time. “Required documents” meant that the postulant had the moral 
and intellectual qualities necessary and the documents demanded by Canon Law.
39.
This is in reference to Father Mark Aurelius, who, as director and professor for the students, received this title.
40.
The Retreat of Ceccano was founded on January 14, 1748; Terracina was under construction by the bishop; Vico was another 
proposal. The Mendicant Friars, opposing the expansion of the Passionists, had recourse to the norms of Clement VII and Greg-
ory XV. According to these norms, in order for one foundation of Mendicants to be begun, a distance of over four miles must 
be maintained from the nearest monastery of another order of Mendicants and with the certainty that the population was able to 
support another new community composed of at least twelve religious (Giorgini, History, pp. 135-141).
41.
This was the permission of the Holy See that empowered the Congregation to ordain clerical candidates to the priesthood. Paul 
says that he wants to try again when he goes to Rome “but not through the ordinary channels,” which is perhaps a reference to 
Cardinal Albani.
42.
Confrater Thomas Bianchi of Saint John Baptist was ill with tuberculosis. Paul thought to send him to Montaldo Bormida with 
the hope of improving his health. Bianchi died on July 28, 1748.
43.
The dangers of war were concerning the war of the Austrian Succession which ended with the peace of Aquisgrana in that year.


