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Bishop Fabrizio Borgia (16)

San Angelo

April 9, 1748

May the Passion of our Lord Jesus Christ
be always in our hearts.

Your Excellency,
Last night I received to my great edification your esteemed letter dated March 24, and I am always more 
grateful for the charity you deign to continue to our poor Congregation, so assaulted by hell and by men 
of good will, as I want to believe. Blessed be the great Father of Mercies, who enriches your pious spirit 
with so many merits. I have a strong hope, even though I am so evil, that we will sing forever of the divine 
mercies.
I have information from Father Thomas and Signore Augustine Masi that things in Rome have taken a good 
turn. “The Lord brings down to death and raises to life  If God is for us who can be against?” Many prayers 
are being offered, and God and Mary Most Holy will help us. I have great trust that she is very favorable 
to us.
Monday, April 22, toward evening, I, along with my companions, will open the mission in Viterbo, for I 
received the final directions from the bishop. I did all I could to exempt myself, and God knows that, but 
in vain. The bishop wants it, the city wants it, and I, poor little man, must bow my head. This is a mission 
beyond my strength and ability, but obedience can work miracles. Help me, Your Excellency, with your 
devout prayers, for my needs are greater than I can express.
I am writing with great haste, for it is half a miracle, I will put it that way, that I can write so many letters 
every week. God be blessed. I end at your feet, asking your pastoral blessing, and with profound reverence 
claim to be,
Your humble, devoted, unworthy servant,
Paul of the Cross


